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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT PROGRAM 


Purpose 


The Public Lending Right Commission makes payments to Canadian authors for 
the availability of their books catalogued in Canadian libraries, according to the 
PLR program’s eligibility criteria. 


Background 


The PLR program was created in 1986 after nearly forty years of lobbying on the 
part of Canada’s national writers’ organizations. Canada is one of fifteen countries 
to have implemented such a program. The Canadian PLR program receives 
annual funding from Parliament ($10.014 million in 2001-2002) and operates under 
the aegis of the Canada Council for the Arts. The Public Lending Right 
Commission is made up of a predominantly writer-composed board, which 
represents national organizations of writers, librarians and publishers, and which is 
responsible for setting the general policies of the program. An executive 
committee carries out these policies. Both the Commission and the Executive 
Committee are chaired by writer André Roy. 


Program 


Authors register their titles with the Commission. The Commission in turn 
compiles a master list of titles which is checked annually against the holdings of a 
representative number of libraries (ten for English-language titles, five for French- 
language). An author is paid an amount per book each time the title is found in 
one of the sampled libraries. The PLR payment ceiling in 2001-2002 was $3,675. 


CHAIR’S REPORT 


André Roy 


General Comments 


The Public Lending Right Commission distributed $9,653,043 to 13,269 wniters, 
translators and illustrators in February 2002. This represented payment for the presence 
of these authors’ 50,878 titles in Canada’s public and university libraries. 


The amount paid out this year increased by $1 million over last year, thanks to a new 
injection of funds into the Public Lending Right program by the Canada Council for the 
Arts. This funding was in tum provided to the Council by the Department of Canadian 
Heritage as part of the federal government’s arts funding package announced in May 
2001. We thank both the Canada Council and the Department of Canadian Heritage for 
this vote of confidence in the work carried out by the Commission. 


We received many eloquent comments from authors following the February PLR cheque 
mailing. From among the panoply of federal cultural policy tools, our program must 
certainly be one of the most appreciated. Payment for the public service of books in 
libraries, recognition of the creator’s role in Canadian society, a writer-driven and ‘no 
frills’ administration, all of these elements were cited by recipients as organic, essential 
and integrally important to the kind of Public Lending Right program Canadians should 
have at this time. 


Administration 


The Commission prides itself on devoting all budget increases directly to the author 
payment portion of its budget. We believe our decisions have been rigorous and relevant 
in this regard. Once again this year, the Commission has kept its administrative budget at 
the 4% mark. It owes this stunningly low rate in part to the Canada Council, for in 
sharing administrative services such as finance, computer, personnel, with a larger 
organization, there are economies of scale the Commission could not hope to achieve 
otherwise. 


Examples of this in the past year were the Commission’s participation in the Salon du 
livre de Montréal in November 2001. The Commission shared the Canada Council’s 
booth, distributing PLR fifteenth anniversary bookmarks and answering visitors’ 
questions. This activity was most successful, drawing not only the general public’s 
attention to the program, but also attracting several new authors, at minimal cost to the 
Commission. 


Also, in terms of the automation of the various processes in the PLR program, we have 
launched in collaboration with the Council’s Information Management Services, a major 
new project in the method of checking for the presence of titles in libraries, the very basis 
by which individual payments are calculated. Staff in the Council’s IMS worked to set 
up a link between the PLR database and that of the National Library of Canada, enabling 
us to download the ISBN of titles registered in the Public Lending Right program. The 
ISBN in tum provides the common link by which data can be matched from our database 
against individual library catalogues, thereby indicating to us which titles are held in a 
particular library. The automation of this process will eventually replace all manual 
verification of titles in libraries, thus reducing our costs and lessening the risk of human 
error. 


The statistics 


The total number of library hits (the number of times the 55, 443 eligible titles were 
found in the sampling libraries) in the public lending nght database this reporting year 
were 262 686. To determine the base rate of pay for each title (the hit rate), one divides 
the total amount of money available — this year -- $9,653,043 — by the number of hits — 
262,686. This gives a hit rate of $36.75 for 2001-2002, which represents a 4.3% increase 
over last year’s rate of $35.25. This rate is then applied across the database according to 
percentage share claims in each title (these may vary from 100% for sole-authored titles 
to as low as 5% for multiple-shared contributions). 


The increase in the number of authors paid showed a consistent rate of growth compared 
to recent years’ experience, at 4.2%, while the growth in number of eligible titles rose 
slightly to 6.4%. When we compare the growth in the PLR author population to the 2001 
Census of Population, we note that the PLR author growth rate is almost six times that of 
the general population over the 1996-2001 period (23% in PLR, versus 4% in the general 
population). This is surely proof of the exceptional vitality of our country’s authors. 


Library sampling 


The Commission carries out its library search in the country’s largest public and 
university libraries all the while endeavoring to respect regional and linguistic concerns. 


In line with population trends, 13 out of the twenty-three libranes, or 56%, in our 
2001-02 library sample were located in the urban areas in which 51% of Canada’s 
population lives (the extended Golden Horseshoe in Southern Ontario; Montreal and its 
adjacent region; the lower Mainland of British Columbia and southern Vancouver Island; 
and the Calgary-Edmonton comidor). 


Our slight over-representation is justified by variances in the spread of eligible titles 
registered in the PLR program. The most striking example is in the province of Quebec. 
While 24% of the Canadian population resides in this province, close to 35% of PLR 
eligible titles are registered by authors living in Quebec. 


While our automation project for the searching of titles in libraries will give us greater 
scope for enlarging our library sample, we will clearly need to continue to have a 
presence in the large population centres. 


International Public Lending Right 


I had the honour of representing the Public Lending Right Commission at the 4h 
International Public Lending Right conference in Canberra, Australia September 2001. 
These biennial conferences are an opportunity to take stock of the situation in public lending 
right programs around the world and establish perspectives or long-term plans on the basis 
of a given theme. The theme for Canberra was the new technologies. I spoke about the 
current situation of our Commission, the upcoming evaluation of our program and the 
Canadian government’s policy concerning international treaties. This gave me the 
opportunity to reiterate one of the fundamental goals of our program: to assist in the 
development of our literature as an essential component of Canadian culture — through the 
improvement of the economic status of our authors. 


Evaluation of the Public Lending Right program 


The other major preoccupation of the Public Lending Right Commission in this reporting 
year was the proposed government evaluation of our program. The federal government 
stated in May 2001 that it would “initiate an evaluation of the Public Lending Right 
Commission to determine the effectiveness of the program in meeting its stated 
objectives and the efficiency of the program’s administration. Such an evaluation will 
take into account the impact of the Public Lending Right on writers, translators and 
illustrators, eligibility criteria, delivery mechanisms and administrative structure.” This 
statement by the government was in reply to a June 2000 recommendation from the 
Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage to “initiate an evaluation of the Public 
Lending Right Commission with a view to improving this important source of income for 
Canadian authors, translators and illustrators.” 


The evaluation process began in January 2002 and is to finish by the end of August 2002. 
The Public Lending Right Commission prepared its own evaluation report for 
consultation in this process and it is available on our web site at www.plr-dpp.ca . 


The main focus of our report is on the financing of the Public Lending Right program. 
We recommend opening the program to authors writing in all categories, and stabilizing 
payment at a hit rate of $50. Although this represents a substantial increase from the 
current rate of $36.75, it is a modest target considering the initial rate in the program, 
sixteen years ago, in 1986, was $40. The $50 rate is particularly relevant and necessary 
when one takes into account the upheaval in the publishing and bookselling industry at 
this time and the negative fallout for authors. 


New developments 


In June 2001, Canadian Heritage officials announced that, from now on, we are to seek 
our funding solely from the Canada Council. This announcement caused great concern 
among our members, not so much with regard to the independence of the Commission 
(our relationship with the Canada Council is cordial, professional and efficient), nor its 
status. Our concern relates rather to the advancement of PLR, or more precisely, the 
continuing expansion PLR has experienced since its creation. 


Each year, we customarily have met with Canadian Heritage ministry officials to assess 
the financial needs of the PLR program. PLR requires annual funding increases of 
roughly 5% in order to take into account new authors and new titles being published. We 
attempted to convince the ministry to allocate sufficient funds for fair and reasonable 
payments to authors for the service of their books in libraries, particularly in order to 
maintain the PLR hit rate of $40, the amount established in the initial year of the 
program. 


Given the Canada Council’s mandate and the manner in which it divides funding among 
its various sectors, we must find solutions as to how to attain - and reinforce — the 
Commission’s own goals. 


Conclusion 


My two-year mandate as Chair of the PLR Commission comes to an end in June. I wish 
to take this occasion to thank members and staff of the Public Lending Right Commission 
for their support. Their knowledge of the issues, their administrative competence and 
their dedication have been of tremendous help to me in my work. I wish also to thank 
our partners: librarians, publishers, the Canada Council for the Arts and the Department 
of Canadian Heritage, for their steadfast support of the Public Lending Right program. 
And last but not least, I take my hat off to my fellow authors for doing what they do best 
-- through their writing, they contnbute fully to the strengthening and enhancement of our 
country’s culture. 
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population % by province | PLR eligible | % by province 
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CANADA 30,007,094 pal BR a7 eae 2 
Labrador 

Prince Edward 135,294 

Island 


Nova Scotia 908,007 1,394 2.44 
erme[| | | 
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Alberta 2,974,807 2,748 


British Columbia 3,907,738 Se 7,825 13.67 


Yukon 28,674 


Northwest 37,360 
Territories 
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LANGUAGE 
OF TEXT 


BILINGUAL 


ENGLISH 


FRENCH 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


ELIGIBLE TITLES BY LANGUAGE AND CATEGORY 


CATEGORY 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 


ON EIC HON ieee 


SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POEIRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


2001-2002 


NUMBER 
OF TITLES 


12 
15 
56 


10,226 
9,982 
6,555 
1,554 

23,227 
3,349 

55,443 


Example: The 16,127 English-language non-fiction titles represent: 


% 


% 


LANGUAGE CATEGORY 


4.65% 
5.81% 
ZA Ae 
2.71% 
56.20% 
8.91% 
100.00% 


100.00% 


23.02% 
22.70% 
13.48% 
3.32% 
32.57% 
4.91% 
100.00% 


32.29% 
13.52% 
11.74% 
1.68% 
34.78% 
6.00% 
100.00% 


0.11% 
0.15% 
0.85% 
0.45% 
0.62% 
0.69% 
0.47% 


52.94% 
53.28% 


61.24% 


41.41% 
44.07% 
39.86% 
41.44% 
27.18% 
28.40% 
34.96% 


5.54% 
2.50% 
3.31% 
1.99% 
PAT TEA 
3.31% 
3.33% 


% 
OVERALL 


0.02% 
0.03% 
0.01% 
0.10% 
0.26% 
0.04% 
0.47% 


19.44% 
18.00% 
11.82% 
2.80% 
41.89% 
6.04% 
100.00% 


47.50 % of all English-language eligible titles; 
69.43 % of all non-fiction titles; 


and 29.09 % of all registered titles. 


N.B.: Titles in the "Scholarly" category have been classed as such by PLR only since 1995-1996. Prior to this, 
scholarly works are recorded in the "Nonfiction" category. 
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PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT COMMISSION 


FINANCIAL REPORT 2001-2002 


Description 


Staff Salaries 
Overtime 
Staff Benefits 


Total Salaries 


Other operating expenses: 
Office Accommodation 

Staff Travel 

Administration fees: Canada Council 
Computer fees: Canada Council 
Library Sampling 

Bank and Payroll charges 
Telecommunications 

Postage 

Full Commission Meetings 
Executive Committee Meetings 
Printing Costs 

Office Stationery/Supplies 


Total Other Operating 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 


TOTAL PLR PAYMENTS TO AUTHORS 


20 


2001-2002 


$209,676 
$243 
$54,296 


$264,215 


$20,796 
$813 
$20,000 
$8,300 
$14,025 
$2,722 
$1,200 
$8,603 
$25,852 
$20,370 
$7,124 
$1,862 


$131,667 
$395,882 


$9,653,043 


2000-2001 


$199,051 
$74,233 


$273,284 


$20,796 
$1,354 
$20,000 
$8,300 
$9,220 
$2,523 
$1,200 
$8,935 
$24,476 
$21,272 
$3,294 
$1,712 


$123,082 


$396,366 


$8,650,376 
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BUDGET DU PROGRAMME DPP 2001-2002 : PAIEMENTS / ADMINISTRATION 


PAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS 
96,06% 





ADMINISTRATION 
3,94% 





CIPAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS BIADMINISTRATION | 





SL 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2002 (B) 


1995-1996 


















1996-1997 | 1997-1998 | 1998-1999 | 1999-2000 | 2000-2001 2001-2002 


(9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 10 274 10 555 11.243 11 653 11 986 12 523 13.041 13 546 
AUTEURS PAYES 9 604 10172 10 730 11151 | 11602 | 12148 12 740 13 269 

































































TITRES ADMISSIBLES | 37168 | 39539 | 41909 | 44360 | 46928 | 49332 | 52123 | 55443 | 
UN PAIEMENT 
ECHANTILLONNEES 
NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 184 358 198 577 204 459 205 892 213 207 233 744 245 415 262 686 
oe Sal Ea a Need ot i 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 
VALEUR PAR FOIS 33,90/67,80 | 31,30/62,60 | 29,35/58,70 | 39,00/78,00 | 37,80/75,60 | 34,45/68,90 | 35,25/70,50 | 36,75/73,50 
RETROUVEE ($ iat ae = — — 
MONTANT PAYE AUX | 6 251784$ | 6077 961$ | 6 000 406 $| 8 030 000 $ saan 8 052 114$| 8 650 376 $ eee 
AUTEURS ($) 
PAIEMENT MOYEN ($) | 651$ | 598$ [ 559$ | 720$ [ 695% | 663% | 679$ | 
398 655 $ 


































ADMINISTRATION ($) 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 


358 651 $ 
5,57% 


324 363 $ 
5,15% 


321 389 $ 
3,84% 


350 210 $ 
4,18% 


336 008 $ 
4,02% 


396 366 $ 
4,42% 





395 882 $ 
3,95% 





















SOMMAIRE 1986-2002 (A) 


|. See 1986-1987 | 1987-1988 | 1988-1989 | 1989-1990 | 1990-1991 | 1991-1992 | 1992-1993 | 1993-1994 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 4 553 5 638 6713 7 153 7 681 8 125 8 801 9 679 
AUTEURS PAYES 4377_ | 5200 | 5718 | 6405 | 6962 | 7699 8 393 9 082 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES | 16584 18 850 23 689 24 891 27 664 30 340 32744 34 589 






























TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 24 065 26 672 29 461 32 194 
UN PAIEMENT 
NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 
BUDGET ($) 3 000 000 $| 3 813 000 $ | 4.455 000 $ | 5 202 000 $| 5773 000 $ | 6 663 000 $ | 7 285 000 $ | 6 611 000 $ 
MONTANT PAYE AUX | 2 747 949 $| 3 484 988 $ | 3 970 947 $ | 4 667 214 $| 5 371 927 $ | 6 200 426 $ | 6 890 845 $ | 6 212 600 $ 


BIBLIOTHEQUES 
74 968 86 433 99 100 115 424 129 810 145 829 157 672 171 069 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 
AUTEURS ($) 
628 $ 670 $ 694 $ 729 $ Ti28 805 $ 821 $ 684 $ 








ECHANTILLONNEES 

VALEUR PAR FOIS *A0/80 39/78 40/80 40/80 42/84 43,25/86,50 | 43,70/87,40 | 36,30/72,60 
RETROUVEE ($ **60/100 59/113 80/120 80/120 = =e 

PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 





































































ADMINISTRATION ($) 253 881$ | 382060 $ 389 151% | 452116$ | 458 499 $ 388 989 $ 503 022$ | 404 496 $ 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 8,46% 10,02% 8,74% 8,69% 7,94% 5,84% 6,90% 6,10% 
(six mois) 
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TAUX DE REFERENCE 








9,00 
: 37,80 $ 36,75 $ 
6,30 $ 
33,90 $ 
34,45 $ coon 
1,30 $ 
29,35 $ 

=| T a T T T i mae “alr mal ake 
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CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES 1986-2002 
Nb DE TITRES 
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| -- #--Titres admissibles © —®—Titres payés 
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CROISSANCE ANNUELLE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE 
1992-2002 


ANNEE ANGLAIS FRANCAIS BILINGUES AUTRES TOTAL 
7,00% 9.76% 6,60% 8,25% 7,92% 

21734 11.447 203 4 205 34 589 

4,87% 6.91% geen 935% 5,64% 

23 211 12 404 212 1341 37 168 

24 538 13 347 ae 1 432 es 

5.72% 7,60% 4.72% 6,79% 6,38% 

25 935 14 231 meee 1515 41 909 

5.69% 6,62% 2,70% 580% 5,99% 

5.61% 6,49% -3,51% 535% 5,85% 

28 870 16 180 Seal 1 650 46 928 

5.40% 6,77% 3,64% 3,38% 5,79% 

30 270 17 103 234 1725 49 332 

31 977 18 134 real 1 769 eee 

5.64% 6,03% 3,85% 2,55% 5,66% 

33 955 19 381 ee | 1 849 55 443 

6,19% 6,88% 6,17% 4,52% 


CROISSANCE MOYENNE 1997-2002: 5,75% 












CROISSANCE 








1993-1994 
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1999-2000 
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TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE EN 2001-2002 


BILINGUE 258 0,47% 
ANGLAIS 33 955 61,24% 
FRANGAIS 19 381 34,96% 
AUTRES 1 849 3,33% 
TOTAL 55 443 TITRES ADMISSIBLES 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
EN 2001-2002 


BILINGUE 239 0,47% 
ANGLAIS 31 805 62,51% 
FRANCAIS 17 922 35,23% 
AUTRES 912 1,79% 
TOTAL 50 878 TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 


UN PAIEMENT 


LL 


Nb D'AUTEURS 
16 000 
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CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE D'AUTEURS 1986-2002 
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REPARTITION DU NOMBRE DES PAIEMENTS 
PAR INTERVALLE ET PAR LANGUE 


2001-2002 
LANGUE AUTEURS % $ % 

MINIMUM 25 $ A 97 0,73% 2 425,00 $ 0,03% 

F 38 0,29% 950,00 $ 0,01% 
SOUS-TOTAL A+F 135 1,02% 3 375,00 $ 0,03% 
DE 25,01 $ A 6 649 50,11% 1 953 350,13 $ 20,24% 
A 726,99 $ F 2 410 18,16% 771 297,81 $ 7,99% 
SOUS-TOTAL A+F 9 059 68,27% 2 724 647,94 $ 28,23% 
DE 727,00 $ A 794 5,98% 674 984,02 $ 6,99% 
A 999,99 $ F 396 2,98% 332 167,33 $ 3,44% 
SOUS-TOTAL A+tF 1190 8,97% 1 007 151,35 $ 10,43% 
DE 1 000,00 $ A 1 087 8,19% 1507 552,73 $ 15,62% 
A 1 999,99 $ F 630 4.75% 886 915,07 $ 9,19% 
SOUS-TOTAL A+F 1717 12,94% 2 394 467,80 $ 24,81% 
DE 2 000,00 $ A 440 3,32% 1 166 532,73 $ 12,08% 
A 3 674,99 $ F 314 2.37% 835 418,24 $ 8,65% 
SOUS-TOTAL A+F 754 568% 2 001 950,97 $ 20,74% 
MAXIMUM 3 675,00 $ A 209 1,58% 768 075,00 $ 7.96% 

F 205 1,54% 753 375,00 $ 780% 
SOUS-TOTAL A+F 414 3,12% 1 521 450,00 $ 15,76% 


69,91% 6 072 919,61 $ 62,91% 


30,09% 3 580 123,45 $ 37,09% 
100,00% 9 653 043,06 $ 100,00% 





(Le paiement moyen en février 2002 était de 727 $.) 


PROVINCE 


T.-N. 
N.-E. 


CD torte eee mn emen erences aseer ens ce se wewece nes ees et eeeec ese cee ewww m asec ema see een e eee eee sem ee wee se ses ewes cceseeeeccecscescaccas 


ALBERTA 
C.-B. 


T.N.-O. 
YUKON 
NUNAVUT 


AUTRES 


TOTAL 


DISTRIBUTION DES PAIEMENTS PAR PROVINCE 


NOMBRE 


D'INSCRIPTIONS 


216 
467 

46 
283 


412 


13 546 


% 


1,59% 
3,45% 
0,34% 
2,09% 


30,36% 
34,74% 


14,22% 
0,04% 
0,14% 
0,04% 


3,04% 


100,00% 


2001-2002 
NOMBRE DE 
PAIEMENTS % 

212 1,60% 
457 3,44% 
44 0,33% 
254 1,91% 

4017 30,27% 

4635 34,93% 

373 2,81% 
270 2,03% 
676 509% 
41 892 14,26% 
5 0,04% 
19 0,14% 
5 0,04% 
410 3,09% 
13 269 100,00% 


% 
PAYES 


98,15% 
97,86% 
95,65% 
89,75% 


97,69% 
98,49% 


98,68% 


97,55% 
98,23% 


83,33% 
100,00% 
100,00% 


99,51% 


97,96% 


$$ 


113 253,03 $ 
227 377,05 $ 

30 556,93 $ 
145 824,56 $ 


3 591 113,42 $ 
3.191 529,53°5 


211 698,74 $ 


423 355,09 $ 
1 243 407,42 $ 


3 252,38 $ 
5 470,63 $ 
1 618,84 § 


330 396,09 $ 


9 653 043,06 $ 


% 
$$ 


itis 
2,36% 
0,32% 
1,51% 


37,20% 
32,65% 


12,88% 


0,03% 
0,06% 
0,02% 


3,42% 


100,00% 


Un exemple: En 2001-2002, 97,47 % des auteurs de Saskatchewan qui se sont inscrits ont touché un paiement. 
lls représentent 2,03 % des auteurs payés. Ils se sont partagés 1,80 % du budget des paiements. 
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DEMANDE DE 
FORMULAIRES 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
AYANT REGU 
UN PAIEMENT 


FICTION 
LIVRES POUR ENFANT 
POESIE 

THEATRE 
NON-FICTION 
OUVRAGE SAVANT 


TOTAL 


CROISSANCE 2001-2002 


AUTEURS 


785 ANGLAIS 509 
FRANCAIS 276 
(812 EN 1999-2000) 
(810 EN 2000-2001) 


638 ANGLAIS 396 
FRANCAIS 242 
(637 EN 1999-2000) 
(691 EN 2000-2001) 


541 (148 051 $) ANGLAIS 334 


FRANGAIS 207 


(75 354 $) 
(72 697 $) 


(536 EN 1999-2000 : 122 298 $ ) 
(587 EN 2000-2001 : 149 212 $ ) 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
ADMISSIBLES 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 


TITRES 


3 897 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
(3 751 EN 1999-2000) 


(3 930 EN 2000-2001) 


3 299 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
(3 107 EN 1999-2000) 


(3 280 EN 2000-2001) 


2915 ANGLAIS 

FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 

BILINGUES 

(2 958 EN 1999-2000 : 410 022 $ ) 


(2 902 EN 2000-2001 : 480 647 $ ) 


(510 853 $) 


NOUVEAUX TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE ET PAR CATEGORIE 


ANGLAIS % FRANCAIS % AUTRES 
377 19,2% 304 24,6% 19 
419 21,3% 374 30,2% 15 
182 9,3% 123 9,9% 10 
54 2,7% 33 2,7% 2 
624 31,7% 263 21,3% 16 
311 15,8% 140 11,3% 18 

1 967 1 237 80 


% 


23,8% 
18,8% 
12,5% 

2,5% 
20,0% 
22,5% 


BILINGUE 


= @ONNON 


% TOTAL % 
13,3% 702 21,3% 
0,0% 808 24,5% 
13,3% 317 9,6% 
13,3% 91 2,8% 
53,3% 911 27,6% 
6,7% 470 14,2% 


3 299 


2 338 
1 448 
90 
21 


1 967 
1 237 
80 
15 


) (3s 
1125 
39 
12 


BILAN DE LA SEIZIEME ANNEE 


DU PROGRAMME DU DROIT DE PRET PUBLIC 


AUTEURS INSCRITS AU PROGRAMME 
AUTEURS AYANT REGU UN PAIEMENT 
TITRES DANS LA BANQUE DES DONNEES 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 

TITRES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
SOMME VERSEE AUX AUTEURS 
PAIEMENT MOYEN PAR AUTEUR 


MONTANT PAYE CHAQUE FOIS QU'UN 
OUVRAGE ETAIT RETROUVE 


2000-2001 


13 041 


12 740 


53 241 


52 123 


48 346 


8 650 376 $ 


679 $ 


35.20) 


2001-2002 


13 546 


13 269 


56 358 


55 443 


50 878 


9 653 043 $ 


727 $ 


36,75 $ 


+/- 
(2000-2001) 


3,87% 
4,15% 
5,85% 
6,37% 
5,24% 
11,59% 
7,07% 


4,26% 
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT PROGRAM 


Purpose 


The Public Lending Right Commission makes payments to Canadian authors for 
the availability of their books catalogued in Canadian libraries, according to the 
PLR program’s eligibility criteria. 


Background 


The PLR program was created in 1986 after nearly forty years of lobbying on the 
part of Canada’s national writers’ organizations. Canada is one of seventeen 
countries to have implemented such a program. The Canadian PLR program 
receives annual funding from Parliament ($10.043 million in 2002-2003) and 
operates under the aegis of the Canada Council for the Arts. The Public Lending 
Right Commission is made up of a predominantly writer-composed board, which 
represents national organizations of writers, librarians and publishers, and which is 
responsible for setting the general policies of the program. An executive 
committee carries out these policies. Both the Commission and the Executive 
Committee are chaired by writer Joan Clark. 


Program 


Authors register their titles with the Commission. The Commission in turn compiles 
a master list of titles which is checked annually against the holdings of a 
representative number of libraries (ten for English-language titles, five for French- 
language). An author is paid an amount per book each time the title is found in 
one of the sampled libraries. The PLR payment ceiling in 2002-2003 was $3,485. 


CHAIR’S REPORT 
Joan Clark 


General Comments 


I am pleased to present my first report as Chair of the Public Lending Right Commission. 
The experience of chairing this organization has reminded me even more profoundly of 
the important role PLR plays in respecting the nghts of our country’s authors. It has also 
reminded me of the necessity for writers to be vigilant watchdogs of a program we 
initiated and now oversee. 


The Public Lending Right Commission distributed $9,639,776 to 13,889 Canadian 
writers, translators and illustrators in February 2003. This represented payment for the 
presence of these authors’ 59,973 titles in Canada’s public and university libraries. 


The program experienced another healthy increase in the number of authors registering 
and receiving payment. A total of 891 new authors registered for the first time in the 
program, and of these 758 received their first payment. Authors registered a record 
number of new titles this year: 4,296. Of these, 3,617 were classed as eligible by the 
PLR staff and 3,178 received payment, having been found in at least one of the sampled 
libraries. 


Because we were unable to secure additional funding for the program in this reporting 
year, the level of the PLR fund remained the same as in the previous year, and therefore 
had to stretch to cover the new authors and titles. This meant that the hit rate (the amount 
paid each time a title is found in one of the sampled libraries) fell from $36.75 to $34.85 
and the average payment from $727 to $694. We also began to track the median PLR 
payment (point that divides the distribution of payments in half) and found that it was 
$357, only slightly more than half of the average payment. This means that 6,945 authors 
received $357 or less in the February 2003 payment distribution. 


Administration 


Staff worked ahead on adding ISBNs to as many titles as possible before undertaking the 
library sampling exercise for the year. Thanks to this work, close to 85% of the 60,000 
titles registered in PLR have ISBNs attached to them. The more ISBNs collected, the 
fewer titles will have to be searched manually in the libraries. This will give the program 
more flexibility in the future in terms of changing to new libraries. In the meantime, the 
Commission managed to keep its administrative rate at the 4% level once again this year. 


Library sampling 


We were pleased to carry out our very first ‘automatic’ sampling of titles in this reporting 
year. This represents a revolution in terms of the way our program operates. Instead of 
mailing massive lists of PLR-registered titles to staff in the sampling libraries, asking 
them to manually check each title against their library holdings, we used a computer 
software interface to match our titles against library catalogue information available 
through the web. We verified and counter-verified the results and determined that this 
process was accurate. 


Value of the Public Lending Right program 


Every year at the time of PLR cheque distribution, we receive letters and phone calls 
from authors telling us how important the PLR program is to them. Many offer 
anecdotes of their writing lives and the signal role PLR plays in it. While authors are 
happy that a well-developed public library system exists which enables Canadian citizens 
to access their written heritage free of charge, authors are also pleased that the Public 
Lending Right program is in place to recognize the creators of this written heritage. 


The value of PLR to authors was more fully explored through the recent evaluation of the 
program carried out by the Department of Canadian Heritage, as a result of a 
recommendation by the Standing Committee. Their findings show that beneficiaries feel 
that recognition is at least as valuable an outcome of the program as extra income. 


The evaluation pursued the reasons for this situation further in a series of focus group 
sessions with authors in Montreal and Toronto. It is worth quoting from the report in this 
regard: 


Focus group participants said they see payments as evidence that Canadian 
society, through its government, recognizes the worth of writers and their books. 
This is of prime importance to beneficiaries. 


It was found that beneficiaries and key informants feel that the PLR program is 
unique in the nature of its recognition. This is because the PLR does not make a 
judgment on the value or content of a book. It is enough that the book be 
published, meet the program’s eligibility criteria, and appear on the library 
shelves. This is of great importance to writers. Granting decisions of provincial 
or federal arts councils are generally based on a peer review process. As much as 
they respect the idea that judgement and acceptance by their peers is the ultimate 
“competitive” measure of artistic worth, they believe that many worthwhile 
projects are rejected, where most wniters receive PLR support. 


Furthermore, few grants are awarded relative to the number of applicants, 
whereas all eligible books are covered by the PLR. There is no “cut-off” point 
based on merit or any other criteria, below which some eligible works would not 


receive payment (rather, the ‘hit rate’ goes down). It is a straightforward payment 
for use program, using library holdings as a proxy measure for public use. . . . It 
suggests that, unlike grants, a kind of “market” force (i.e. decisions by publishers 
to publish the work, by libraries to buy it, and by readers to read or consult it) 
determines acceptance for payment by the program, and provides a validation of 
their contribution. This is viewed as an independent and valuable measure. 


The government evaluation of the PLR program 


This evaluation report was made available to us in March 2003. The consulting firm 
hired to undertake this evaluation interviewed many of the Commission members, several 
key figures in the literary and cultural field in Canada, carried out a telephone survey of 
375 PLR recipients and organized four focus group sessions of authors in Montreal and 
Toronto. 


The evaluation focussed on issues of program relevance, success and cost-effectiveness. 
The results in all three areas were positive: the program was found to be compatible with 
federal government and departmental objectives, consistent with the spirit of the Status of 
the Artist Act, and moreover 91% of author respondents feel the program is still 
necessary. In terms of its success, the evaluation confirmed that PLR has increased 
writers’ incomes and improved their financial situation to some extent. As for cost- 
effectiveness, the report found no strong impetus to alter the PLR structure or modify its 
administrative processes. 


The evaluation report made it clear that the PLR program remains relevant and 
contributes to the achievement of government policy objectives. It also underlines that 
(thanks in large measure to Gwen Hoover and her committed staff) the Commission runs 
an efficient and cost-effective program. 


Ongoing initiatives of PLR 


Having been given a clean bill of health by the evaluation, the Commission is now 
focussing on how to cope with the steady increase of new authors coming into the 
program. As well, we are in the process of revising our memorandum of agreement with 
the Canada Council with a view to regaining our link with the Department of Canadian 
Heritage over our budget allocation. 


The Commission believes it would be more pragmatic, for both PLR and the Canada 
Council, to revert to the original set-up with regard to the funding arrangements for PLR: 
that it be determined directly by the Department of Canadian Heritage what will be the 
funding level for PLR, and that those pre-determined funds then be channelled through 
the Canada Council. 


To this end, the Commission met with officials in the Department and the Council in 
February of this year and has proposed amending language to the administrative 
agreement signed with the Council in 1995. 


Commission sub-committees 


Both library and growth sub-committees were struck at the PLR Annual General Meeting 
in June 2002. These sub-committees then met for discussion at the December PLR 
meetings. 


The library sub-committee’s main task is to improve upon the PLR’s sampling methods 
for the future, both with respect to the spread of libraries sampled and the adequate 
representation of linguistic groups within the sample. In the short term, in order to 
recognize population density more accurately, it recommended doubling hits from the 
Toronto Public Library for the 2003-04 sampling year. Staff undertook mock scenarios 
to show the effect of sampling in public libraries only as opposed to the current practice 
of the mix of public and university libraries. The question of sampling in province-wide 
public library catalogues continues to be under study. This type of sampling would have 
the advantage of picking up titles which may be catalogued only in smaller centres across 
the country. 


The growth sub-committee’s mandate is to consider ways of managing the reality of 
ever-increasing numbers of new titles and authors in the program within the context of 
limited funding. To this end, it considered various scenarios for managing growth in the 
program. Because this is the most serious issue facing the Commission, much careful 
thought and deliberation is being devoted to it. No decision has yet been taken and the 
sub-committee continues its work through conference calls and meetings. 


Conclusion 


The Public Lending Right program owes its strength to the close collaboration of many 
players: the authors first and foremost, the Commission members, the libraries, the 
publishers, the Canada Council for the Arts and the Department of Canadian Heritage. I 
wish to take this opportunity to say how much J count on the ongoing support of all, and 
especially in this past year, to thank these partners for their continued dedication to a very 
important principle: the recognition of the works of Canadian authors in our libraries. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PAYMENTS BY PAYMENT RANGE 
AND BY AUTHOR'S LANGUAGE 2002-2003 


LANGUAGE AUTHORS % $ % 

MINIMUM 25 $ E 124 0.89% $3,100.00 0.03% 

F 39 0.28% $975.00 0.01% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 163 1.17% $4,075.00 0.04% 
FROM $25.01 E 4,997 35.98% $961,135.61 9.97% 
TO $356.99 F 1,786 12.86% $385,633.77 4.00% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 6,783 48.84% $1,346,769.38 13.97% 
Median $357 E+F 6,946 50.01% $1,350,844.38 14.01% 
FROM $357.01 E 1,944 20.08% $989,563.53 10.27% 
TO $693.99 F 754 17.93% $389,437.57 4.04% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 2,698 19.43% $1,379,001.10 14.31% 
FROM $694.00 E 913 6.57% $756,589.96 7.85% 
TO $999.99 F 476 3.43% $389,215.41 4.04% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 1,389 10.00% $1,145,805.37 11.89% 
FROM $1,000.00 E 1,064 7.66% $1,465,836.14 15.21% 
TO $1,999.99 F 627 4.51% $878,527.02 9.11% 
SUB-TOTAL S+F 1,691 12.18% $2,344,363.16 24.32% 
FROM $2,000.00 E 420 3.02% $1,090,462.83 11.31% 
TO $3,484.99 F 295 2.12% $761,049.32 7.89% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 715 5.15% $1,851,512.15 19.21% 
MAXIMUM $3,485.00 E 221 1.59% $770,185.00 7.99% 

F 229 1.65% $798,065.00 8.28% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 450 3.24% $1,568,250.00 16.27% 


9,683 69.72% $6,036,873.07 62.62% 


4,206 30.28% $3,602,903.09 37.38% 
13,889 100.00% $9,639,776.16 100.00% 





Median: The median of a population is the point that divides the distribution of scores in half. 
6,944 (50%) authors received less than $357; they shared 14.01% of the budget. 


Average: In February 2003, the average payment was $694. 
9,644 (69.44%) authors received less than $694; they shared 28.32% of the budget. 
4,245 (30.56%) authors received more than $694; they shared 71.68% of the budget. 


More than $1,000 
2,856 (20.56%) authors received more than $1,000; they shared 59.8% of the budget. 
More than $2,000 
1,165 (8.39%) authors received more than $2,000; they shared 35.48% of the budget. 
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LANGUAGE 
OF TEXT 


BILINGUAL 


ENGLISH 


FRENCH 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


ELIGIBLE TITLES BY LANGUAGE AND CATEGORY 


CATEGORY 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 


SCLC CAE ae 


TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


2002-2003 


NUMBER 
OF TITLES 


12 
14 


36,079 


4,776 
4,742 
2,758 
669 
6,599 
1,079 
20,623 


627 
275 
238 
33 
670 
151 
1,994 


ior? 
10,824 
6,903 
1,637 
24,182 
3,910 
58,973 


Example: The 16,757 English-language non-fiction titles represent: 








% % % 
LANGUAGE CATEGORY OVERALL 

4.33% 0.10% 0.02% 
5.05% 0.13% 0.02% 
22.38% 0.90% 0.01% 
2.89% 0.49% 0.11% 
56.32% 0.65% 0.26% 
9.03% 0.64% 0.04% 
100.00% 0.47% 0.47% 
16.91% 52.98% 10.35% 
16.06% 53.52% 9.82% 
10.66% 55.70% 6.52% 
2.57% 56.63% 1.57% 
7.36% 67.90% 4.50% 
100.00% 61.18% 61.18% 
23.16% 41.47% 8.10% 
22.99% 43.81% 8.04% 
13.37% 39.95% 4.68% 
3.24% 40.87% 1.13% 
32.00% 27.29% 11.19% 
5.23% 27.60% 1.83% 
100.00% 34.97% 34.97% 
31.44% 5.44% 1.06% 
13.79% 2.54% 0.47% 
11.94% 3.45% 0.40% 
1.65% 2.02% 0.06% 
33.60% 2.77% 1.14% 
7.57% 3.86% 0.26% 
100.00% 3.38% 3.38% 
19.53% 

18.35% 

11.71% 

2.78% 

41.01% 

6.63% 

100.00% 


46.45 % of all English-language eligible titles; 
69.30 % of all non-fiction titles; 
and 28.41 % of all registered titles. 


N.B.: Titles in the "Scholarly" category have been classed as such by PLR only since 1995-1996. Prior to this, 
scholarly works are recorded in the "Nonfiction" category. 
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PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT COMMISSION 


FINANCIAL REPORT 2002-2003 


Description 


Staff Salaries 
Overtime 
Staff Benefits 


Total Salaries 


Other operating expenses: 
Office Accommodation 

Staff Travel 

Administration fees: Canada Council 
Computer fees: Canada Council 
Library Sampling 

Bank and Payroll charges 
Telecommunications 

Postage 

Full Commission Meetings 
Executive Committee Meetings 
Printing Costs 

Office Stationery/Supplies 
Brochure, posters, flyers 


Total Other Operating 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 


TOTAL PLR PAYMENTS TO AUTHORS 


2002-2003 
$222,244 
$116 
$61,241 


$283,601 


$20,796 


$119,801 
$403,402 


$9,639,776 


2001-2002 


$209,676 
$243 
$54,296 


$264,215 


$20,796 
$813 
$20,000 
$8,300 
$14,025 
$2,722 
$1,200 
$8,603 
$25,852 
$20,370 
$7,124 
$1,862 
$0 


$131,667 
$395,882 


$9,653,043 
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BUDGET DU PROGRAMME DPP 2002-2003: PAIEMENTS / ADMINISTRATION 


PAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS 
95,98% 





ADMINISTRATION 
4,02% 





OPAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS Ml ADMINISTRATION 





SL 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2003 
3e PARTIE (1998-2003) 


1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 
(15) (16) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 12 523 13 041 13 546 
AUTEURS PAYES | 1218 | 12740 | 13.260 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 49332. | 52423 =| 55.443 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 45 655 48 346 50 878 
ECHANTILLONNEES 


NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 213 207 233 744 245 415 262 686 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 


VALEUR PAR FOIS *37,80/75,60 | 34,45/68,90 | 35,25/70,50 | 36,75/73,50 
RETROUVEE ($ mes ane a oe 


BUDGET ($) 8 366 000 $ 8 366 000 $ 8 966 000 $ 10 013 662 $ 


MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 8 059 252 $ 8 052 114 $ 8 650 376 $ 9 653 043 $ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 695 $ 663 $ 679 $ 727 $ 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 350 210 $ 336 008 $ 396 366 $ 395 882 $ 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 4,18% 4,02% 4,42% 3,95% 


* (Anglais/frangais) 


2002-2003 
(17) 


14 205 
13 889 
98 973 


53 532 


an 


276 621 


34,85 / 69,70 


10 043 178 $ 


9 639 776 $ 


694 $ 


403 402 $ 
4,02% 





Fl 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2003 
2e PARTIE (1992-1997) 


1993-1994 | 1994-1995 
(8) (9) 










1995-1996 
(10) 


1996-1997 1997-1998 


(12) 












(7) 





(11) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 8 801 9 679 10 274 10 555 11.243 11 653 
| 8303 | 9082 | 9604 | t0172_| 10730 | 14151 _| 
32744 34 589 37 168 39 539 41 909 44 360 


29 461 32 194 34 405 36 525 38 877 40 781 
poet | a 









AUTEURS PAYES 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 













BIBLIOTHEQUES 
ECHANTILLONNEES 
NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 
VALEUR PAR FOIS 
RETROUVEE ($ bach a 


BUDGET ($) 7 285 000 $ | 6611000$ | 6598 305$ | 6428 069$ | 6 296 937$ | 8 366000$ 
MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 6 890 845$ | 6212600$ | 6251 784$ | 6077 961$ | 6000 406$ | 8030000$ 
| §59$ 


821 $ 684 $ 651 $ 598 $ 720 $ 


503 022 $ 321 389 $ 
6,90% 3,84% 


157 672 171 069 184 358 198 577 204 459 205 892 


*43,70/87,40 | 36,30/72,60 






33,90/67 ,80 


31,30/62,60 39,00/78,00 

















PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 559 $ 








404 496 $ 
6,10% 


398 655 $ 
6,04% 


358 651 $ 
5,57% 


324 363 $ 
5,15% 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 




















* (Anglais/frangais) 


SL 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 
AUTEURS PAYES 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 


BIBLIOTHEQUES 
ECHANTILLONNEES 
NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 
VALEUR PAR FOIS *40/80 
RETROUVEE ($ **60/100 


BUDGET ($) 


MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 253 881 $ 


(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 8,46% 
(six mois) 


* (Anglais/frangais) 
** (Littérature de jeunesse) 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2003 
1re PARTIE (1986-1991) 


1987-1988 | 1988-1989 | 1989-1990 | 1990-1991 | 1991-1992 
(2) (4 (5) (6) 


6 713 7 153 
5718 | 6405 | 
23 689 24 891 


8 125 
7 699 
30 340 


99 100 115 424 145 829 
40/80 40/80 43,25/86,50 
80/120 80/120 oo-- 
3 813 000 $ | 4455 000$ | 5202 000 $ 6 663 000 $ 
3 484 988 $ | 3970947$ | 4667 214$ 6 200 426 $ 


670 $ 694 $ 729 $ 805 $ 


382 060 $ 389 151 $ 452 116 $ 458 499 $ 388 989 $ 
10,02% 8,74% 8,69% 7,94% 5,84% 





Sl 


$ 45,00 


$ 40,00 


$ 35,00 


$ 30,00 


$ 25,00 


$ 20,00 





40,00 $ 40,00 $ 


TAUX DE REFERENCE 


43,70 $ 





29,35 $ 


34,85 $ 





T Gres ats ad |e 


86/87 87/88 88/89 89/90 90/91 


T T T T T T a T T 


91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 99/00 00/01 


T ) 


01/02 02/03 


vl 


Nb DE TITRES 
65000 


60000 


55000 


50000 


45000 


40000 


35000 


30000 


25000 


20000 


15000 


10000 


5000 





CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES 1993-2003 


_. © 58 973 


53 532 





0 


ari 


93/94 


94/95 


T T T 


95/96 96/97 97/98 


T T 


98/99 99/00 


Tel | 


00/01 





| -- @--Titres admissibles 


—€#— Titres payés 





—— 


01/02 


T 


02/03 


el 


CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE/ 
AUGMENTATION MOYENNE 
1993-2003 


BILINGUES ANGLAIS FRANGAIS AUTRES 
ANNEE | TITRES CROISSANCE] TITRES CROISSANCE] TITRES CROISSANCE] TITRES CROISSANCE] TITRES CROISSANCE 


1993-1994 


1994-1995 


1995-1996 


1996-1997 


1997-1998 


1998-1999 


1999-2000 


2000-2001 


2001-2002 


2002-2003 





Te 1738 1.094 Parra! 2.923 


‘ddq ne siuosu! sang sa] sno} ep %Lp‘gz 1e 
‘uonoy-uoU ap seBesAno sa} SNO} ap %0E‘69 


* UORDY-UON, euoGe}ed e] SUeP SNjOU! JUOS QGEL 
JUBAR S]LIOSUI SJUBARS SOBEJANO S87] “9661-GEEL SINdap jUewWajnas sasin ysa , JUeAeS BHeEsJANOC, auOHa}eE0 2] 7 g'N 


‘siejbue ue sajqissiwpe Saqq Sa] SNO} ap % Sp‘gp ‘JUa}UaSedal siejGue Ua UONDY-UOU ap SaBesANO /G/ 9} S97: ajJdwexy 


%00‘00L 
%EI'D 
%LO'LY 
%8L'Z 
iLL bb 
%SE'SL 
%ES'6L 


%BE'E 
%9Z'0 
%PL'b 
%90'0 
%0v'0 
%Lv‘O 
%90'L 


%LE' VE 
%ES'L 
%EL' bb 
KELL 
%89'v 
%v0'8 
%OL'S 


%BL'L9 


%E'E 
%WB'E 
LL'T 
%Z0'S 
SE 
%yS'Z 
b's 


%LE'VE 
%09' LE 
%ES LZ 
%L8'Ov 
%S6 6E 
LS Ev 
SLY Ly 


%8L'LO 
%06'L9 


%00'001 
LS L 
%09'EE 
%G9'L 
%v6e' bh 
%EL'EL 
rv‘ le 


%00‘001 
%ES'S 
%00'2E 
Ave'e 
WLE'EL 
%EE'ZZ 
%IL‘ET 


%00‘00L 


WLOL 

LNVAVS 39VYANO 
NOILOIS-NON 
SYLVAHL 

aisAOd 

INVAN3 YyNOd SAYA 
NOILOIS 


TWLOL 

LNVAVS 39VYANO 
NOILOIS-NON 
SJYLVAHL 

aIsa0d 

LINVAN3 YNOd SAYA 
NOILOId 


TWLOL 

LNVAVS S9VYANO 
NOILOIS-NON 
SYLVAHL 

aisaOd 

LINVAN3 aNnOd SSYAIT 
NOILOIS 


TWLOL 
LINVAVS 39VYANO 


%LS' 1 
%ZS'9 
%78'6 
%SEOL 


%Lv'0 
%v0'0 
%9Z'0 
%LL‘O 
%+0'0 
%Z0'0 
%Z0'0 


W019 
% 


%EQ'9S 
%OL'SS 
%7S'ES 
%86 CS 


%Lv'0 
%v9'0 
%S9'0 
%6r'0 
%06'0 
%EL'O 
%OL‘0 


SIWOSALVO 
% 


ALG‘TZ 

%99'OL 
%90'91 
%LE'OL 


%00'001 
%E0'6 
%TE'9S 
%68'Z 
%BECS 
%G0'S 
WEE 


ANONVI 
% 


cg 
vL 
cl 


SauYLU 3G 
AYSWON 


€002-2002 


SYLVAHL 

alsa0d 

LNVIN3 8NOd SAYA 
NOILOIS 


TWLOL 

LNVAVS S9VYeANO 
NOILOIS-NON 
SJYLYAHL 

aIsaOd 

LINVAN3 8NOd SAYA 
NOILOIS 


AIYOOALVO 


AIMOODALVS YVd 13 SANONV1 YVd SATEISSINGV SAYLIL 


WLOL 


SSYLNV 


SIVONVYS 


SIVIONV 


SNONITIE 


3Llx3al nda 
ANONVI 


cl 


LL 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE EN 2002-2003 


BILINGUE 277 0,47% 
ANGLAIS 36 079 61,18% 
FRANCAIS 20 623 34,97% 
AUTRES 1 994 3,38% 
TOTAL 58 973 TITRES ADMISSIBLES 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
EN 2002-2003 


BILINGUE 255 0,48% 
ANGLAIS 33 341 62,28% 
FRANCAIS 18 961 35,42% 
AUTRES 975 1,82% 
TOTAL 53 532 TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 


UN PAIEMENT 


Ol 


Nb D'AUTEURS 
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ANONV1 YVd LA ATIVAYSALNI YVd 
SLNAWSIVd SA0 SAYSWON NG NOILILYVd3dy 


PROVINCE 


T.-N. et LAB. 
N.-E. 

|.-P.-E. 

N.-B. 


DISTRIBUTION DES PAIEMENTS PAR PROVINCE 


NOMBRE 
D'INSCRIPTIONS 


217 
496 

51 
291 


% 


1,53% 
3,49% 
0,36% 
2,05% 


30,43% 
34,46% 


% 
PAYES 


98,62% 
98,59% 
98,04% 
90,72% 


97 ,64% 
98,39% 


98,44% 


$$ 


110 222,57 $ 
235 485,07 $ 

31 073,50 $ 
143 032,74 $ 


3 601 224,56 $ 
3 137 654,22 $ 


211 022,36 $ 


% 
$$ 


1,14% 
2,44% 
0,32% 
1,48% 


37,36% 
32,55% 


ALBERTA 
C.-B. 


T.N.-O. 
YUKON 
NUNAVUT 


AUTRES 


TOTAL 


435 


14 205 


14,46% 
0,04% 
0,15% 
0,04% 


3,06% 


100,00% 


2002-2003 
NOMBRE DE 
PAIEMENTS % 

214 1,54% 
489 3,52% 
50 0,36% 
264 1,90% 

4 221 30,39% 

4 816 34,67% 

379 2,73% 
280 2,02% 
716 5,16% 
1 997 14,38% 
6 0,04% 
20 0,14% 
5 0,04% 
432 3,11% 
13 889 100,00% 


97,02% 
97,22% 


100,00% 
95,24% 
100,00% 
99,31% 


97,78% 


425 253,10 $ 
1 223 513,87 $ 


3 676,68 $ 
5 481,93 $ 
1 535,15 $ 


336 899,55 $ 


9 639 776,16 $ 


12,69% 
0,04% 
0,06% 
0,02% 
3,49% 


100,00% 


Un exemple: En 2002-2003, 97,22 % des auteurs de Saskatchewan qui se sont inscrits ont touché un paiement. 
lls représentent 2,03 % des auteurs payés. Ils se sont partagés 1,80 % du budget des paiements. 


DEMANDE DE 
FORMULAIRES 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
AYANT RECU 
UN PAIEMENT 


FICTION 

LIVRES POUR ENFANT 
POESIE 

THEATRE 
NON-FICTION 
OUVRAGE SAVANT 


TOTAL 


AUTEURS 


831 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
(810 EN 2000-2001 ) 
(785 EN 2001-2002 ) 


891 ANGLAIS 
FRANGAIS 
(691 EN 2000-2001 ) 
(638 EN 2001-2002 ) 


758 (208 297$) ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 


CROISSANCE 2002-2003 


567 
264 


622 
269 


521 (125 267 $) 
237 (83030$) 


(587 EN 2000-2001 : 149 212 $ ) 
(541 EN 2001-2002 : 148 051 $ ) 


NOUVEAUX TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE ET PAR CATEGORIE 


ANGLAIS % FRANCAIS 
404 18,5% 315 
481 22,0% 353 
202 9,2% 160 

61 2,8% 32 
671 30,7% 285 
367 16,8% 129 


2 186 1274 


% 


24,7% 
27,7% 
12,6% 

2,5% 
22,4% 
10,1% 


AUTRES 


% 


21,0% 
15,9% 
13,8% 

1,4% 
19,6% 
28,3% 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
ADMISSIBLES 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 


BILINGUE 


noOoO-A NO O 


4 296 


3 617 


3178 (547 695 $) 


% 


0,0% 
0,0% 
36,8% 
5,3% 
47,4% 
10,5% 


TITRES 


ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 

AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
(3 930 EN 2000-2001 ) 
(3 897 EN 2001-2002 ) 


ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 


(3 280 EN 2000-2001 ) 
(3 299 EN 2001-2002 ) 


( 2 902 EN 2000-2001 : 480 647 $ ) 
(2 915 EN 2001-2002 : 510 853 $ ) 


TOTAL 


748 
856 
388 
96 
992 
537 


3 617 


ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 


% 


20,7% 
23,7% 
10,7% 

2,7% 
27,4% 
14,8% 


2 604 
1 490 
169 
33 


2 186 
1274 
138 
19 


1 939 
1153 
68 
18 


BILAN DE LA DIX-SEPTIEME ANNEE 


DU PROGRAMME DU DROIT DE PRET PUBLIC 


AUTEURS INSCRITS AU PROGRAMME 
AUTEURS AYANT REGU UN PAIEMENT 
TITRES DANS LA BANQUE DES DONNEES 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 

TITRES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
SOMME VERSEE AUX AUTEURS 
PAIEMENT MOYEN PAR AUTEUR 


MONTANT PAYE CHAQUE FOIS QU'UN 
OUVRAGE ETAIT RETROUVE 


2001-2002 
13 546 

13 269 

56 358 

55 443 

50 878 

$9 653 043 
$727 


36,75 $ 


2002-2003 
14 205 
13 889 
60 880 
58 973 
53 532 
$9 639 776 
$694 


34,85 $ 


+/- 
(2001-2002) 


4,86% 
4,67% 
8,02% 
6,37% 
5,22% 
-0,14% 
-4,54% 


-5,17% 
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A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT PROGRAM 


Purpose 


The Public Lending Right Commission makes payments to Canadian authors for 
the availability of their books catalogued in Canadian libraries, according to the 
PLR program’s eligibility criteria. 


Background 


The PLR program was created in 1986 after nearly forty years of lobbying on the 
part of Canada’s national writers’ organizations. Canada is one of seventeen 
countries to have implemented such a program. The Canadian PLR program 
receives annual funding from Parliament ($10.043 million in 2002-2003) and 
operates under the aegis of the Canada Council for the Arts. The Public Lending 
Right Commission is made up of a predominantly writer-composed board, which 
represents national organizations of writers, librarians and publishers, and which is 
responsible for setting the general policies of the program. An executive 
committee carries out these policies. Both the Commission and the Executive 
Committee are chaired by writer Joan Clark. 


Program 


Authors register their titles with the Commission. The Commission in turn compiles 
a master list of titles which is checked annually against the holdings of a 
representative number of libraries (ten for English-language titles, five for French- 
language). An author is paid an amount per book each time the title is found in 
one of the sampled libraries. The PLR payment ceiling in 2002-2003 was $3,485. 


CHAIR’S REPORT 
Joan Clark 


General Comments 


I am pleased to present my first report as Chair of the Public Lending Right Commission. 
The experience of chairing this organization has reminded me even more profoundly of 
the important role PLR plays in respecting the nights of our country’s authors. It has also 
reminded me of the necessity for writers to be vigilant watchdogs of a program we 
initiated and now oversee. 


The Public Lending Right Commission distributed $9,639,776 to 13,889 Canadian 
writers, translators and illustrators in February 2003. This represented payment for the 
presence of these authors’ 59,973 titles in Canada’s public and university libraries. 


The program experienced another healthy increase in the number of authors registering 
and receiving payment. A total of 891 new authors registered for the first time in the 
program, and of these 758 received their first payment. Authors registered a record 
number of new titles this year: 4,296. Of these, 3,617 were classed as eligible by the 
PLR staff and 3,178 received payment, having been found in at least one of the sampled 
libraries. 


Because we were unable to secure additional funding for the program in this reporting 
year, the level of the PLR fund remained the same as in the previous year, and therefore 
had to stretch to cover the new authors and titles. This meant that the hit rate (the amount 
paid each time a title is found in one of the sampled libraries) fell from $36.75 to $34.85 
and the average payment from $727 to $694. We also began to track the median PLR 
payment (point that divides the distnbution of payments in half) and found that it was 
$357, only slightly more than half of the average payment. This means that 6,945 authors 
received $357 or less in the February 2003 payment distribution. 


Administration 


Staff worked ahead on adding ISBNs to as many titles as possible before undertaking the 
library sampling exercise for the year. Thanks to this work, close to 85% of the 60,000 
titles registered in PLR have ISBNs attached to them. The more ISBNs collected, the 
fewer titles will have to be searched manually in the libraries. This will give the program 
more flexibility in the future in terms of changing to new libraries. In the meantime, the 
Commission managed to keep its administrative rate at the 4% level once again this year. 


Library sampling 


We were pleased to carry out our very first ‘automatic’ sampling of titles in this reporting 
year. This represents a revolution in terms of the way our program operates. Instead of 
mailing massive lists of PLR-registered titles to staff in the sampling libraries, asking 
them to manually check each title against their library holdings, we used a computer 
software interface to match our titles against library catalogue information available 
through the web. We verified and counter-verified the results and determined that this 
process was accurate. 


Value of the Public Lending Right program 


Every year at the time of PLR cheque distribution, we receive letters and phone calls 
from authors telling us how important the PLR program is to them. Many offer 
anecdotes of their writing lives and the signal role PLR plays in it. While authors are 
happy that a well-developed public library system exists which enables Canadian citizens 
to access their written heritage free of charge, authors are also pleased that the Public 
Lending Right program is in place to recognize the creators of this written heritage. 


The value of PLR to authors was more fully explored through the recent evaluation of the 
program carried out by the Department of Canadian Heritage, as a result of a 
recommendation by the Standing Committee. Their findings show that beneficiaries feel 
that recognition is at least as valuable an outcome of the program as extra income. 


The evaluation pursued the reasons for this situation further in a series of focus group 
sessions with authors in Montreal and Toronto. It is worth quoting from the report in this 
regard: 


Focus group participants said they see payments as evidence that Canadian 
society, through its government, recognizes the worth of wnmiters and their books. 
This is of prime importance to beneficiaries. 


It was found that beneficiaries and key informants feel that the PLR program is 
unique in the nature of its recognition. This is because the PLR does not make a 
judgment on the value or content of a book. It is enough that the book be 
published, meet the program’s eligibility criteria, and appear on the library 
shelves. This is of great importance to writers. Granting decisions of provincial 
or federal arts councils are generally based on a peer review process. As much as 
they respect the idea that judgement and acceptance by their peers is the ultimate 
“competitive” measure of artistic worth, they believe that many worthwhile 
projects are rejected, where most writers receive PLR support. 


Furthermore, few grants are awarded relative to the number of applicants, 
whereas all eligible books are covered by the PLR. There is no “cut-off” point 
based on merit or any other criteria, below which some eligible works would not 


receive payment (rather, the “hit rate’ goes down). It is a straightforward payment 
for use program, using library holdings as a proxy measure for public use. . . . It 
suggests that, unlike grants, a kind of “market” force (i.e. decisions by publishers 
to publish the work, by libraries to buy it, and by readers to read or consult it) 
determines acceptance for payment by the program, and provides a validation of 
their contribution. This is viewed as an independent and valuable measure. 


The government evaluation of the PLR program 


This evaluation report was made available to us in March 2003. The consulting firm 
hired to undertake this evaluation interviewed many of the Commission members, several 
key figures in the literary and cultural field in Canada, carried out a telephone survey of 
375 PLR recipients and organized four focus group sessions of authors in Montreal and 
Toronto. 


The evaluation focussed on issues of program relevance, success and cost-effectiveness. 
The results in all three areas were positive: the program was found to be compatible with 
federal government and departmental objectives, consistent with the spirit of the Status of 
the Artist Act, and moreover 91% of author respondents feel the program is still 
necessary. In terms of its success, the evaluation confirmed that PLR has increased 
writers’ incomes and improved their financial situation to some extent. As for cost- 
effectiveness, the report found no strong impetus to alter the PLR structure or modify its 
administrative processes. 


The evaluation report made it clear that the PLR program remains relevant and 
contributes to the achievement of government policy objectives. It also underlines that 
(thanks in large measure to Gwen Hoover and her committed staff) the Commission runs 
an efficient and cost-effective program. 


Ongoing initiatives of PLR 


Having been given a clean bill of health by the evaluation, the Commission is now 
focussing on how to cope with the steady increase of new authors coming into the 
program. As well, we are in the process of revising our memorandum of agreement with 
the Canada Council with a view to regaining our link with the Department of Canadian 
Heritage over our budget allocation. 


The Commission believes it would be more pragmatic, for both PLR and the Canada 
Council, to revert to the original set-up with regard to the funding arrangements for PLR: 
that it be determined directly by the Department of Canadian Heritage what will be the 
funding level for PLR, and that those pre-determined funds then be channelled through 
the Canada Council. 


To this end, the Commission met with officials in the Department and the Council in 
February of this year and has proposed amending language to the administrative 
agreement signed with the Council in 1995. 


Commission sub-committees 


Both library and growth sub-committees were struck at the PLR Annual General Meeting 
in June 2002. These sub-committees then met for discussion at the December PLR 
meetings. 


The library sub-committee’s main task is to improve upon the PLR’s sampling methods 
for the future, both with respect to the spread of libraries sampled and the adequate 
representation of linguistic groups within the sample. In the short term, in order to 
recognize population density more accurately, it recommended doubling hits from the 
Toronto Public Library for the 2003-04 sampling year. Staff undertook mock scenarios 
to show the effect of sampling in public libraries only as opposed to the current practice 
of the mix of public and university libraries. The question of sampling in province-wide 
public library catalogues continues to be under study. This type of sampling would have 
the advantage of picking up titles which may be catalogued only in smaller centres across 
the country. 


The growth sub-committee’s mandate is to consider ways of managing the reality of 
ever-increasing numbers of new titles and authors in the program within the context of 
limited funding. To this end, it considered various scenarios for managing growth in the 
program. Because this is the most serious issue facing the Commission, much careful 
thought and deliberation is being devoted to it. No decision has yet been taken and the 
sub-committee continues its work through conference calls and meetings. 


Conclusion 


The Public Lending Right program owes its strength to the close collaboration of many 
players: the authors first and foremost, the Commission members, the libraries, the 
publishers, the Canada Council for the Arts and the Department of Canadian Heritage. I 
wish to take this opportunity to say how much I count on the ongoing support of all, and 
especially in this past year, to thank these partners for their continued dedication to a very 
important principle: the recognition of the works of Canadian authors in our libraries. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PAYMENTS BY PAYMENT RANGE 
AND BY AUTHOR'S LANGUAGE 2002-2003 


LANGUAGE AUTHORS % $ % 

MINIMUM 25 $ E 124 0.89% $3,100.00 0.03% 

F 39 0.28% $975.00 0.01% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 163 1.17% $4,075.00 0.04% 
FROM $25.01 E 4,997 35.98% $961,135.61 9.97% 
TO $356.99 ie 1,786 12.86% $385,633.77 4.00% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 6,783 48.84% $1,346,769.38 13.97% 
Median $357 E+F 6,946 50.01% $1,350,844.38 14.01% 
FROM $357.01 E 1,944 20.08% $989,563.53 10.27% 
TO $693.99 F 754 17.93% $389,437.57 4.04% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 2,698 19.43% $1,379,001.10 14.31% 
FROM $694.00 E 913 6.57% $756,589.96 7.85% 
TO $999.99 F 476 3.43% $389,215.41 4.04% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 1,389 10.00% $1,145,805.37 11.89% 
FROM $1,000.00 E 1,064 7.66% $1,465,836.14 15.21% 
TO $1,999.99 F 627 4.51% $878,527.02 911% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 1,691 12.18% $2,344,363.16 24.32% 
FROM $2,000.00 E 420 3.02% $1,090,462.83 11.31% 
TO $3,484.99 F 295 2.12% $761,049.32 7.89% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 715 5.15% $1,851,512.15 19.21% 
MAXIMUM $3,485.00 E 221 1.59% $770,185.00 7.99% 

F 229 1.65% $798,065.00 8.28% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 450 3.24% $1,568,250.00 16.27% 


9,683 69.72% $6,036,873.07 62.62% 


4,206 30.28% $3,602,903.09 37.38% 
13,889 100.00% $9,639,776.16 100.00% 





Median: The median of a population is the point that divides the distribution of scores in half. 
6,944 (50%) authors received less than $357; they shared 14.01% of the budget. 


Average: In February 2003, the average payment was $694. 
9,644 (69.44%) authors received less than $694; they shared 28.32% of the budget. 
4,245 (30.56%) authors received more than $694; they shared 71.68% of the budget. 


More than $1,000 
2,856 (20.56%) authors received more than $1,000; they shared 59.8% of the budget. 
More than $2,000 
1,165 (8.39%) authors received more than $2,000; they shared 35.48% of the budget. 
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ELIGIBLE TITLES BY LANGUAGE AND CATEGORY 


2002-2003 
LANGUAGE CATEGORY NUMBER % % % 
ORME OF TITLES LANGUAGE CATEGORY OVERALL 
BILINGUAL FICTION 12 4.33% 0.10% 0.02% 
CHILDREN'S 14 5.05% 0.13% 0.02% 
POETRY 62 22.38% 0.90% 0.01% 
DRAMA 8 - 2.89% 0.49% 0.11% 
NON-FICTION 156 56.32% 0.65% 0.26% 
SCHOLARLY 25 9.03% 0.64% 0.04% 
TOTAL 277 100.00% 0.47% 0.47% 
ENGLISH FICTION 6,102 16.91% 52.98% 10.35% 
CHILDREN'S 5,793 16.06% 53.52% 9.82% 
POETRY 3,845 10.66% 55.70% 6.52% 
DRAMA. A oe 927, 257% 56.83% 1.57% 
SCHOLARLY 2,655 7.36% 67.90% 4.50% 
TOTAL 36,079 100.00% 61.18% 61.18% 
FRENCH FICTION 4,776 23.16% 41.47% 8.10% 
CHILDREN'S 4,742 22.99% 43.81% 8.04% 
POETRY Zo 13.37% 39.95% 4.68% 
DRAMA 669 3.24% 40.87% 1.13% 
NON-FICTION 6,599 32.00% 27.29% 11.19% 
SCHOLARLY 1,079 5.23% 27.60% 1.83% 
TOTAL 20,623 100.00% 34.97% 34.97% 
OTHER FICTION 627 31.44% 5.44% 1.06% 
CHILDREN'S 275 13.79% 2.54% 0.47% 
POETRY 238 11.94% 3.45% 0.40% 
DRAMA Sis 1.65% 2.02% 0.06% 
NON-FICTION 670 33.60% 2.77% 1.14% 
SCHOLARLY 151 7.57% 3.86% 0.26% 
TOTAL 1,994 100.00% 3.38% 3.38% 
TOTAL FICTION sone 19.53% 
CHILDREN'S 10,824 18.35% 
POETRY 6,903 Aidletilive 
DRAMA 1,637 2.78% 
NON-FICTION 24,182 41.01% 
SCHOLARLY 3,910 6.63% 
TOTAL 58,973 100.00% 


Example: The 16,757 English-language non-fiction titles represent: 46.45 % of all English-language eligible titles; 
69.30 % of all non-fiction titles; 
and 28.41 % of all registered titles. 


N.B.: Titles in the "Scholarly" category have been classed as such by PLR only since 1995-1996. Prior to this, 
scholarly works are recorded in the "Nonfiction" category. 
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PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT COMMISSION 


FINANCIAL REPORT 2002-2003 


Description 


Staff Salaries 
Overtime 
Staff Benefits 


Total Salaries 


Other operating expenses: 
Office Accommodation 

Staff Travel 

Administration fees: Canada Council 
Computer fees: Canada Council 
Library Sampling 

Bank and Payroll charges 
Telecommunications 

Postage 

Full Commission Meetings 
Executive Committee Meetings 
Printing Costs 

Office Stationery/Supplies 
Brochure, posters, flyers 


Total Other Operating 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 


TOTAL PLR PAYMENTS TO AUTHORS 


2002-2003 
$222,244 
$116 
$61,241 


$283,601 


$20,796 


$30,475 
$17,270 
$7,183 
$2,769 
$852 


$119,801 
$403,402 


$9,639,776 


2001-2002 


$209,676 
$243 
$54,296 


$264,215 


$20,796 
$813 
$20,000 
$8,300 
$14,025 
$2,722 
$1,200 
$8,603 
$25,852 
$20,370 
$7,124 
$1,862 
$0 


$131,667 
$395,882 


$9,653,043 
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BUDGET DU PROGRAMME DPP 2002-2003: PAIEMENTS / ADMINISTRATION 


PAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS 
95,98% 





ADMINISTRATION 
4,02% 





CPAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS ADMINISTRATION 





SL 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2003 
3e PARTIE (1998-2003) 


1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 
(15) (16) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 12.523 13 041 13 546 
AUTEURS PAYES | 121s | 2740 | 13.269 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 49 332 52 123 55 443 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 45 655 48 346 50 878 
ECHANTILLONNEES 
TITRES ONT ETE 213 207 233 744 245 415 262 686 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 


VALEUR PAR FOIS *37,80/75,60 | 34,45/68,90 | 35,25/70,50 | 36,75/ 73,50 
RETROUVEE ($ pee a we oes 


BUDGET ($) 8 366 000 $ 8 366 000 $ 8 966 000 $ 10 013 662 $ 


MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 8 059 252 $ 8 052 114$ 8 650 376 $ 9 653 043 $ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 695 $ 663 $ 679 $ 21d 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 350 210 $ 336 008 $ 396 366 $ 395 882 $ 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 4,18% 4,02% 4,42% 3,95% 


* (Anglais/frangais) 


2002-2003 
(17) 


14 205 
13 889 
58 973 


53 532 
ae 


276 621 


34,85 / 69,70 


10 043 178 $ 


9 639 776 $ 


694 $ 


403 402 $ 
4,02% 





fi 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2003 
2e PARTIE (1992-1997) 


1992-1993 | 1993-1994 | 1994-1995 | 1995-1996 | 1996-1997 | 1997-1998 
7) (8 (9 10) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 9 679 10 274 10 555 11 243 11 653 
AUTEURS PAYES 9 082 9 604 10172 10730 | 11451 | 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES | 32744 34 589 37 168 39 539 41 909 44 360 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 29 461 32 194 34 405 36 525 38 877 40 781 
BIBLIOTHEQUES need | sd oenaaea | 
ECHANTILLONNEES 
NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 204 459 205 892 


VALEUR PAR FOIS 33,90/67,80 | 31,30/62,60 | 29,35/58,70 | 39,00/78,00 
RETROUVEE ($ ae a —_ 


BUDGET ($) 7 285 000$ | 6611000$ | 6598 305$ | 6428 069$ | 6 296937$ | 8 366 000 $ 


MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 6 890 845$ | 6212600$ | 6 251 784$ | 6077 961$ | 6000 406$ | 8030000$ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 821 $ 684 $ 651 $ 598 $ 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 503 022 $ 404 496 $ 398 655 $ 358 651 $ 324 363 $ 321 389 $ 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 6,90% 6,10% 6,04% 5,97% 5,15% 3,84% 





* (Anglais/frangais) 


9L 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2003 
dre PARTIE (1986-1991) 


1988-1989 | 1989-1990 | 1990-1991 | 1991-1992 
(4) | (6 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 5 638 6 713 7 153 7 681 


AUTEURS PAYES 4377 | 5200 | 5718 | 6405 | 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES 18 850 23 689 24 891 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 26 672 


BIBLIOTHEQUES | ae 
ECHANTILLONNEES 


NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 129 810 145 829 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 


VALEUR PAR FOIS 40/80 43,25/86,50 
RETROUVEE ($ 80/120 deen 


BUDGET ($) 


MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 2 747 949 $ | 3484988 $ | 3970947$ | 4667 214$ | 5371927$ | 6 200 426$ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 670 $ 694 $ 729 $ 772 $ 805 $ 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 253 881 §$ 382 060 $ 389 151 $ 452 116 $ 458 499 $ 388 989 $ 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 8,46% 10,02% 8,74% 8,69% 7,94% 5,84% 
(six mois) 





* (Anglais/frangais) 
** (Littérature de jeunesse) 


SL 


$ 45,00 


$ 40,00 


$ 35,00 


$ 30,00 


$ 25,00 


$ 20,00 


TAUX DE REFERENCE 


43,70 $ 


29,35 $ 








T T T T 
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T T T T T T T T T T 
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Nb DE TITRES 
65000 
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50000 - 
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40000 
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30000 
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20000 
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CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES 1993-2003 


_, © 58973 


53 532 
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-- @--Titres admissibles 


—€#— Titres payés 








Al 


01/02 


—T 


02/03 


El 


CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE/ 
AUGMENTATION MOYENNE 
1993-2003 


BILINGUES ANGLAIS FRANCAIS AUTRES 
ANNEE | TITRES CROISSANCE] TITRES CROISSANCE] TITRES CROISSANCE| TITRES CROISSANCE| TITRES CROISSANCE 


1993-1994 


1994-1995 


1995-1996 


1996-1997 


1997-1998 


1998-1999 


1999-2000 


2000-2001 


2001-2002 


2002-2003 
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TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE EN 2002-2003 


BILINGUE 277 0,47% 
ANGLAIS 36 079 61,18% 
FRANGAIS 20 623 34,97% 
AUTRES 1 994 3,38% 
TOTAL 58 973 TITRES ADMISSIBLES 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
EN 2002-2003 


BILINGUE 255 0,48% 
ANGLAIS 33 341 62,28% 
FRANCAIS 18 961 35,42% 
AUTRES 975 1,82% 
TOTAL 53 532 TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 


UN PAIEMENT 


OL 


Nb D'AUTEURS 
16 000 


14 000 


12 000 


10 000 


8 000 


6 000 


4 000 


2 000 


CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE D'AUTEURS 1986-2003 
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PROVINCE 


T.-N. et LAB. 
N.-E. 

|.-P.-E. 

N.-B. 


DISTRIBUTION DES PAIEMENTS PAR PROVINCE 


NOMBRE 
D'INSCRIPTIONS % 


% 
PAYES 


98,62% 
98,59% 
98,04% 
90,72% 


97,64% 
98,39% 


98,44% 


$$ 


11022257 $ 
235 485,07 $ 

31 073,50 $ 
143 032,74 $ 


3 601 224,56 $ 
3 137 654,22 $ 


211 022,36 $ 


% 
$$ 


1,14% 
2,44% 
0,32% 
1,48% 


37,36% 
32,55% 


Se ee ne ee ne ce nn ‘ 


1,80%: 


ALBERTA 
C.-B. 


T.N.-O. 
YUKON 
NUNAVUT 


AUTRES 


TOTAL 


217 1,53% 
496 3,49% 
51 0,36% 
291 2,05% 
4 323 30,43% 
4 895 34,46% 
385 2,71% 
288 2,03% 
738 5,20% 
2 054 14,46% 
6 0,04% 
21 0,15% 
5 0,04% 
435 3,06% 
14 205 100,00% 


2002-2003 
NOMBRE DE 
PAIEMENTS % 
214 1,54% 
489 3,52% 
50 0,36% 
264 1,90% 
4 221 30,39% 
4 816 34,67% 
379 2,73% 
280 2,02% 
716 5,16% 

1 997 14,38% 
6 0,04% 
20 0,14% 
5 0,04% 
432 3,11% 

13 889 100,00% 


97,02% 
97,22% 


100,00% 
95,24% 
100,00% 
99,31% 


97,78% 


425 253,10 $ 
1 223 513,87 $ 


3 676,68 $ 
5 481,93 $ 
1535,15 $ 


336 899,55 $ 


9 639 776,16 $ 


12,69% 
0,04% 
0,06% 
0,02% 
3,49% 


100,00% 


Un exemple: En 2002-2003, 97,22 % des auteurs de Saskatchewan qui se sont inscrits ont touché un paiement. 
lls représentent 2,03 % des auteurs payés. lls se sont partagés 1,80 % du budget des paiements. 


DEMANDE DE 
FORMULAIRES 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
AYANT REGU 
UN PAIEMENT 


FICTION 

LIVRES POUR ENFANT 
POESIE 

THEATRE 
NON-FICTION 
OUVRAGE SAVANT 


TOTAL 


AUTEURS 


831 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
(810 EN 2000-2001 ) 
(785 EN 2001-2002 ) 


891 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
(691 EN 2000-2001 ) 
(638 EN 2001-2002 ) 


758 (208 297$)} ANGLAIS 


FRANCAIS 


CROISSANCE 2002-2003 


567 
264 


622 
269 


521 ( 125 267 $) 
237 (83030$) 


(587 EN 2000-2001 : 149 212$) 
(541 EN 2001-2002 : 148 051 $ ) 


NOUVEAUX TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE ET PAR CATEGORIE 


ANGLAIS % FRANGAIS 
404 18,5% 315 
481 22,0% 353 
202 9,2% 160 
61 2,8% 32 
671 30,7% 285 
367 16,8% 129 

2 186 1274 


% 


24,7% 
27,7% 
12,6% 

2,5% 
22,4% 
10,1% 


AUTRES 


% 


21,0% 
15,9% 
13,8% 

1,4% 
19,6% 
28,3% 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
ADMISSIBLES 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 


BILINGUE 


hm o-A NOS 


TITRES 


4296 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
(3 930 EN 2000-2001 ) 


(3 897 EN 2001-2002 ) 


3 617 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
( 3 280 EN 2000-2001 ) 


(3 299 EN 2001-2002 ) 


3178 (547 695$) ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 


BILINGUES 


(2 902 EN 2000-2001 : 480 647 $ ) 
(2.915 EN 2001-2002 : 510 853 $ ) 


% TOTAL % 
0,0% 748 20,7% 
0,0% 856 23,7% 
36,8% 388 10,7% 
5,3% 96 2,7% 
47,4% 992 27,4% 
10,5% 537 14,8% 
3 617 


2 604 
1 490 
169 
33 


2 186 
1274 
138 
19 


1 939 
1153 
68 
18 


BILAN DE LA DIX-SEPTIEME ANNEE 


DU PROGRAMME DU DROIT DE PRET PUBLIC 


AUTEURS INSCRITS AU PROGRAMME 
AUTEURS AYANT REGU UN PAIEMENT 
TITRES DANS LA BANQUE DES DONNEES 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 

TITRES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
SOMME VERSEE AUX AUTEURS 
PAIEMENT MOYEN PAR AUTEUR 


MONTANT PAYE CHAQUE FOIS QU'UN 
OUVRAGE ETAIT RETROUVE 


2001-2002 

13 546 

13 269 

56 358 

55 443 

50 878 
$9 653 043 
$727 


36:75: 


2002-2003 
14 205 
13 889 
60 880 
58 973 
53 532 
$9 639 776 
$694 


34,85 $ 


+/- 
(2001-2002) 


4,86% 
4,67% 
8,02% 
6,37% 
5,22% 
-0,14% 
-4,54% 


-5,17% 
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MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT COMMISSION 2003-2004 


Joan Clark (Chair) 
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David Copelin 

Rose Després 

Ray Ellenwood 


Jules Lariviére 


David Y.H. Lui 
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Daniel Mativat 
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Roma Quapp 
(non-voting) 


Angela Rebeiro 


Helene Roussel 
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André Roy 
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Robert Souliéres 
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Paul Whitney 


* Member of the Executive Committee 


PLR Staff 


Gwen Hoover, Executive Secretary 
Benoit Rollin, Officer 

Rachelle Lanoue, Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Guindon, Clerk 


Public Lending Right Commission 

Public Lending Right Commission: 
Playwrights Guild of Canada 
Regroupement des écrivains acadiens 
Literary Translators Association of Canada 


Association pour l’avancement des sciences et des 
techniques de la documentation (ASTED) 


The Canada Council for the Arts 
Public Lending Right Commission 


National Library of Canada 
Department of Canadian Heritage 


Association of Canadian Publishers 


Bibliotheque nationale du Québec 


Union des écrivaines et des écrivains québécois (UNEQ) 
Société des écrivains canadiens 

The Writers’ Union of Canada 

The League of Canadian Poets 

Association nationale des éditeurs de livres 

Canadian Authors Association 


Canadian Library Association 








A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT PROGRAM 


Purpose 


The Public Lending Right Commission makes payments to Canadian authors for 
the availability of their books catalogued in Canadian libraries, according to the 
PLR program’s eligibility criteria. 


Background 


The PLR program was created in 1986 after nearly forty years of lobbying on the 
part of Canada’s national writers’ organizations. Canada is one of eighteen 
countries to have implemented such a program. The Canadian PLR program 
receives annual funding from Parliament ($9.398 million in 2003-2004) and 
operates under the aegis of the Canada Council for the Arts. The Public Lending 
Right Commission is made up of a predominantly writer-composed board, which 
represents national organizations of writers, librarians and publishers, and which is 
responsible for setting the general policies of the program. An executive 
committee carries out these policies. Both the Commission and the Executive 
Committee are chaired by writer Joan Clark. 


Program 


Authors register their titles with the Commission. The Commission in turn 
compiles a master list of titles which is checked annually against the holdings of a 
representative number of libraries (ten for English-language titles, five for French- 
language). An author is paid an amount per book each time the title is found in 
one of the sampled libraries. The PLR payment ceiling in 2003-2004 was $2,967. 


CHAIR’S REPORT 
Joan Clark 


General Comments 


The Public Lending Right (PLR) Commission devoted much of its energies this year to 
three key questions: the PLR program’s finances, its structure and the very basis on 
which payments in the program are calculated. All of these will be described in detail 
below. 


Payment Distribution 


First and foremost however, we report that the Commission’s major achievement was the 
distribution of $8,938,459 to 14,435 Canadian writers, translators and illustrators. This 
represented payment for the presence of these authors’ 56,243 titles in Canada’s public 
and university libraries. 


The PLR cheque mailing took place in February 2004 and was the culmination of the 
year’s work in receiving new titles into the program, having them searched in selected 
libraries across the country and tallying the resulting payments by means of a series of 
computerized calculations. As is usual, the cheque mailing generated a lot of excitement. 
We noted from the phone calls we began to receive that, day by day, cheques were 
reaching ever-distant parts of the country and fanning out to other countries around the 
world. Some writers would call saying they knew their writer friends had just received 
their payments, wondering when his/hers would arrive. Within a week of the first 
cheques being mailed out, over half of the total amount had been cashed through the PLR 
bank account. 


In our effort to reduce paper and bureaucracy, for the first time this year, we did not issue 
T4A forms for amounts under $500 (no longer a requirement on the part of Canada 
Revenue Agency). As these amounts account for over 62% of the number of payments 
we send out, the saving in paper and the physical preparation of the mailing was greatly 
reduced. Unfortunately, in spite of the fact that we explained the rationale for not issuing 
the forms in the general author letter, we had dozens of calls from authors asking for their 
T4A forms. At least it’s good to know that authors are conscious of their duty to pay 
income tax! 


On another tax note, this was the first year of a new ruling on the tax treatment of Public 
Lending Right payments for authors in Quebec. Individuals who are professional artists 
according to the Status of the Artist Act may include their PLR payment as part of their 

copyright income exemption. 


Finances 


This was a very difficult year financially for the Commission as it had to grapple with a 
$630,000 decrease in its funding. This amount was the Public Lending Right program’s 
contribution to a shortfall in the Canada Council’s endowment fund because of market 
losses. The Council uses this interest normally to balance its overall budget. 


Because the Commission operates with such a small administrative budget (see Financial 
Report below), it had no option but to remove the $630,000 from the author payment 
portion of the budget. 


In a ‘normal’ year with no funding increase, we would have expected the unit payment 
rate (rate paid each time a title is found in a sampled library) and individual payments to 
decline, since the same fund must stretch to cover new authors and titles joining the 
program (850 and just over 3,600 respectively this year). However, with the reduction of 
$630,000 this had a doubly deleterious effect on payments, reducing by 15% the unit rate 
of payment, from $34.85 last year to $29.67 this. The maximum payment (an amount 
paid to 510 authors this year) also fell by 15%, from $3,485 to $2,967. 


Growth 


This situation only served to heighten the importance of an ongoing study of the Public 
Lending Right Commission — how to manage growth in a program serving an ever- 
increasing number of authors -- yet one in which funding 1s at a standstill, and this past 
year, in decline. In June 2002, a sub-committee on growth was struck and, since then, 
has been deliberating the conundrum of growth through bi-annual meetings using 
statistical support provided by the PLR staff. 


This year, in the course of its deliberations, the PLR Commission zeroed in on a “sliding 
scale plan.” The basic principle of this plan is that, as the years of a title’s registration in 
the program progress, the unit rate of payment, based on the number of times the title is 
found in the sampling libraries, would decline. The plan would also see restoration of a 
$40 hit rate (the rate in force in the first 7 years of the program) for the first five years in 
which new titles are registered in PLR. This period also tends to correspond to the highest 
usage period for a book in a public library. 


The committee studied in particular two aspects of the sliding scale plan: its effect on 
older writers, and the effect on the median amount of money paid to authors. 


In a representative survey of authors, including age groupings, average number of titles 
registered, year of registration and category of work, the sub-committee was able to draw 
the following conclusions: 


1. An author’s age was not necessarily the most important indicator as to how payments 
would be affected in the sliding scale scenario. It rather depended on the frequency 
of publication, no matter what the author’s age. 


2. The median payment level (the payment level earned by half the number of registered 
authors) showed a slight increase over the current system (from $325 to $333). 


3. There is built-in flexibility in the sliding scale plan. Its payment levels could be 
readily adjusted to accommodate new money at any point. 


The greatest advantage of the sliding-scale plan over others the committee considered is 
that while payments for a given title do diminish over time, no titles ever lose their PLR 
payments entirely. 


The PLR Commission continues to study all facets of this proposed plan to ensure that 
the PLR program remains responsive to the community of authors it serves 


Library sampling 


This year represented the second year of sampling titles ‘automatically’ in the libraries 
through the matching up of the ISBNs of titles in our databases with those in the library 
catalogues selected for the PLR sample. This new method of sampling represents a 
major improvement in our operations, reducing considerably the manual searching of 
titles and giving the staff greater flexibility in the scheduling and frequency of sampling. 
We now ask authors as a matter of course to provide the ISBNs of all new titles 
registered. Annual updates of ISBNs are run automatically against the National Library 
of Canada’s database to ensure that any new format ISBNs are included in the PLR 
database. 


The Commission’s library sub-committee worked diligently this year to work to 
refashion the nature of the library sample. Of particular interest is the development of 
provincial union catalogues for public libraries. The Commission can, in tapping these 
union catalogues, verify titles in all public libraries of a given province at one source 
point for the catalogue, giving the PLR program the opportunity to reach more titles 
through a broader geographic spread. 


In addition, because of the improvement in public library collections across the country, 
the Commission is able to consider for the first time searching titles in an equal number 
of libraries for both French-language and English-language titles. In the past, to make up 
for possible discrepancies, half the number of libraries were sampled for French-language 
titles as for English-language titles and these results were doubled. (Titles in languages 
other than French or English have always been searched in all libraries of a given year’s 
selection.) The broader reach offered by the public library union catalogues will also 
enable the Commission to discontinue sampling in university libraries. This will allow 
the Commission to respond more appropriately to the core mandate of the Public Lending 
Right program, that being the access of the general public to library collections. 


Another new feature, adapted from the original system for French-language titles will be 
to double the findings of libraries in the largest urban centres, Toronto and Montreal, in 
order to reflect appropriately population densities in the country. 


All of these features are currently being tested to ensure that the sampling measures are 
sound and equitable. 


As a lead-in to possible changes in the future, for the first time this year, we doubled the 
results of a predominantly English-language library, Toronto Public Library. 


The structure of the Public Lending Right Commission 


The PLR Commission is comprised of a majority of writers on a nineteen-member board 
representing national writers’, library and publishers’ associations. As we reported last 
year, a continuing preoccupation of the Public Lending Right Commission is to maintain 
a direct link to the Department of Canadian Heritage for the favourable development of 
the Public Lending Right program. While the PLR Commission operates under the 
administrative aegis of the Canada Council for the Arts in order to benefit from 
economies of scale, it was never intended that the PLR program become an integral part 
of the Council’s granting programs. 


We have made some progress this year towards clarifying the situation among the three 
bodies. We are currently reviewing draft agreements on this topic. 


The grid sub-committee 


A third Commission sub-committee was struck in December 2003 with the purpose of 
looking at the duration of Commission members’ terms and drawing up more formal 
duties and responsibilities of members. It was felt that, as a mature organization, at 
eighteen years of age, it is a good time to firm up several governance issues. This sub- 
committee has met only through telephone and virtual means so far, but will be 
formulating recommendations at its upcoming meeting in June. 


International Public Lending Right 


The Commission’s Executive Secretary, Gwen Hoover, attended the 5" International 
Public Lending Right conference in Oslo in mid-September 2003. Seventeen countries 
sent delegations of various sizes for a total of thirty-eight conference participants. 
Canada was one of four countries asked to make a special presentation on their country’s 
program (along with Australia, Denmark and New Zealand). The focus of the conference 
was on new countries adopting public lending right programs, particularly in light of the 
forthcoming expansion of the European Union and the need for harmonization across the 
board. Largely because of this development, the number of countries with such programs 
will double to 34 by the end of 2004. Much learning, goodwill and fellowship was 
achieved during these three days in Norway, providing as well an enormous boost in 


morale for PLR managers and authors, a continuing dialogue on best practices and, most 
importantly, strategies for keeping PLR uppermost in the minds of our funders. 


Conclusion 


This report is intended to serve as an overview of the Commission’s work during the past 
year: its successes, challenges and ongoing projects. In addition to providing this report, 
we will be posting bi-annual mini reports on our web site as a way of updating our 
progress throughout the year. 


For my part, I want to say what a great privilege it has been for me to serve as Chair of 
the Public Lending Right Commission for the past two years. The altruism and hard 
work of the Commission members, the commitment of the outstanding staff who are 
second to none and the sense of solidarity of the country’s authors have made the past 
two years an enriching experience. Although I am leaving, I will continue to be a strong 
and vocal advocate of the Commission on which I have been proud to serve. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF PAYMENTS BY PAYMENT RANGE 
AND BY AUTHOR'S LANGUAGE 2003-2004 


LANGUAGE AUTHORS % $ % 

MINIMUM 25 $ E 134 0.93% $3,350.00 0.04% 

5 42 0.29% $1,050.00 0.01% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 176 1.22% $4,400.00 0.05% 
FROM $25.01 E 5,131 35.55% $929,998.80 10.40% 
TO $325.99 F 1,940 13.44% $354,560.10 3.97% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 7,071 48.99% $1,284,558.90 14.37% 
Median $326 E+F 7,247 50.20% $1,288,958.90 14.42% 
FROM $327.00 E 1,914 19.13% $889,761.01 9.95% 
TO $618.99 F 865 19.53% $405,274.58 4.53% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 2,779 19.25% $1,295,035.59 14.49% 
FROM $619.00 E 1,201 8.32% $933,170.74 10.44% 
TO $999.99 F 557 3.86% $439,077.60 4.91% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 1,758 12.18% $1,372,248.34 15.35% 
FROM $1,000.00 E 1059 7.34% $1,452,253.10 16.25% 
TO $1,999.99 F 590 4.09% $827,802.49 9.26% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 1,649 11.42% $2,280,055.59 25.51% 
FROM $2,000.00 = 303 2.10% $734,552.52 8.22% 
TO $2,966.99 F 189 1.31% $454,438.86 5.08% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 492 3.41% $1,188,991.38 13.30% 
MAXIMUM $2,967.00 E 264 1.83% $783,288.00 8.76% 

F 246 1.70% $729,882.00 8.17% 
SUB-TOTAL E+F 510 3.53% $1,513,170.00 16.93% 


69.32% $5, 726,374.17 64.06% 
30.68% $3,212,085.63 





100.00% $8,938,459.80 


Median: The median of a population is the point that divides the distribution of scores in half. 
7,247 (50%) authors received less than $326.37; they shared 14.42% of the budget. 


Average: In February 2004, the average payment was $619. 
10,026 (69.45%) authors received less than $619; they shared 28.91% of the budget. 
4,409 (30.54%) authors received more than $619; they shared 71.09% of the budget. 


More than $1,000 

2,651 (18.36%) authors received more than $1,000; they shared 55.74% of the budget. 
More than $2,000 

1,002 (6.94%) authors received more than $2,000; they shared 30.23% of the budget. 
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LANGUAGE 
OF TEXT 


BILINGUAL 


ENGLISH 


FRENCH 


OTHER 


TOTAL 


ELIGIBLE TITLES BY LANGUAGE AND CATEGORY 


CATEGORY 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 


BLI 
ss TUERIC Ly 

oY PLR 
———_ 


oo 





~ DPP a” 
precio 
Norssiw™ 


2003-2004 


NUMBER 
OF TITLES 


12 
16 


% 


% 


LANGUAGE CATEGORY 


4.35% 
5.80% 
23.19% 
2.90% 
54.35% 
9.42% 
100.00% 


17.04% 


0.10% 
0.14% 
0.91% 
0.47% 
0.61% 
0.61% 
0.45% 


52.45% 


% 
OVERALL 


0.02% 
0.03% 
0.01% 
0.10% 
0.25% 
0.04% 
0.45% 


SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


FICTION 
CHILDREN'S 
POETRY 
DRAMA 
NON-FICTION 
SCHOLARLY 
TOTAL 


12,087 
11,648 
7,061 
1,685 
24,428 
4,266 
61,175 


Example: The 16,865 English-language non-fiction titles represent: 


N.B.: Titles in the "Scholarly" category have been classed as such by PLR only since 1995-1996. Prior to this, 


scholarly works are recorded in the "Nonfiction" category. 


100.00% 


23.57% 
23.71% 
13.07% 
3.20% 
31.13% 
5.33% 
100.00% 


30.71% 
14.62% 
12.57% 
1.71% 
32.90% 
7.48% 
100.00% 


68.73% 
60.81% 


42.11% 
43.96% 
39.98% 
40.95% 
27.52% 
26.98% 
35.30% 


5.34% 
2.64% 
3.74% 
2.14% 
2.83% 
3.68% 
3.43% 


1.88% 
35.30% 


1.05% 
0.50% 
0.43% 
0.06% 
1.13% 
0.26% 
3.43% 


19.76% 
19.04% 
11.54% 
2.15% 
39.93% 
6.97% 
100.00% 


45.33 % of all English-language eligible titles; 
69.04 % of all non-fiction titles; 
and 27.57 % of all registered titles. 
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PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT COMMISSION 


FINANCIAL REPORT 2003-04 


Description 


Staff Salaries 

Overtime 

Staff Benefits 

Part-time Staff Salaries 
Part-time Staff Benefits 


Total Salaries 


Other operating expenses: 
Office Accommodation 

Staff Travel 

Administration fees: Canada Council 
Computer fees: Canada Council 
Library Sampling 
Telecommunications 

Postage 

Full Commission Meetings 
Executive Committee Meetings 
Printing Costs 

Office Stationery/Supplies 
Brochures, Flyers, etc. 

Other expenses 


Total Other Operating 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 


TOTAL PLR PAYMENTS TO AUTHORS 


2003-2004 


$229,331 
-$116 
Sol,004 
$3,770 
$675 


$291,241 


$42,720 
2.0/3 
$20,000 
$33,000 
$865 
$1,200 
597191 
32/614 
$21,726 
$4,565 
$4,103 
$1,191 
$224 


$168,429 
$459,669 


$8,938,460 


2002-2003 


$222,244 
$116 


$283,601 


$20,796 
$74 
$20,000 
$8,300 
$2,507 
$1,200 
$8,375 
$30,475 
Dit, 270 
$7,183 
$2,769 
$852 

$0 


$119,801 
$403,402 


$9,639,776 
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BUDGET DU PROGRAMME DPP 2003-2004: PAIEMENTS / ADMINISTRATION 


PAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS 
95,11% 








ADMINISTRATION 
4,89% 


OPAIEMENTS AUX AUTEURS GADMINISTRATION 


6b 


\ DPP_G 
oa GS 
o Norssie™ 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2004 
3e PARTIE (1998-2004) 


1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 
(13) (14) (15) (16) (17) 


2003-2004 
(18) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 11 986 12 523 13 041 13 546 14 205 14 792 
AUTEURS PAYES 11 602 12 148 12 740 13 269 13 889 14 435 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 46 928 49 332 Demko 55 443 58 973 CHES 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 42 785 45 655 48 346 50 878 53 532 56 243 
BIBLIOTHEQUES 24 24 23 o8 23 ae 
ECHANTILLONNEES 


NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 213 207 233 744 245 415 262 686 276 621 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 


VALEUR PAR FOIS *37,80 / 75,60 34,45 / 68,90 35,29 / 70,50 36,75 / 73,50 34,85 / 69,70 
RETROUVEE ($ ---- ---- aoe oe — 


BUDGET ($) 8 366 000 $ 8 366 000 $ 8 966 000 $ 10 013 662 $ 10 043 178 $ 
MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 8 059 252 $ 8 052 114 $ 8 650 376 $ 9 653 043 $ 9 639 776 $ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 695 $ 663 $ 679 $ 1273 694 $ 


ADMINISTRATION ($) 350 210 $ 336 008 $ 396 366 $ 395 882 $ 403 402 $ 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 4,18% 4,02% 4,42% 3,95% 4,02% 


* (Anglais/francais) 


29,67 / 59,34 


9 398 129 $ 
8 938 460 $ 


619$ 


459 669 $ 
4,89% 
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SOMMAIRE 1986-2004 


2e PARTIE (1992-1997) 
1995-1996 1996-1997 1997-1998 


(7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 8 801 9 679 10 274 10 555 11 243 11 653 
AUTEURS PAYES 8 393 9 082 9 604 10 172 10 730 11 151 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 32 744 34 589 37 168 39 539 41 909 44 360 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
29 461 32 194 34 405 36 525 38 877 40 781 


UN PAIEMENT 


157 672 171 069 184 358 198 577 204 459 205 892 
RETROUVES (TOTAL 


VALEUR PAR FOIS *43,70/87,40 | 36,30/72,60 | 33,90/67,80 | 31,30/62,60 | 29,35/58,70 | 39,00/78,00 
RETROUVEE ($ ---- aoe ae = 


BUDGET ($) 7 285000$ | 6611000$ | 6598305$ | 6428069$ | 6 296937$ | 8 366000 $ 
MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 6 890 845$ | 6212600$ | 6251 784$ | 6077961$ | 6000 406$ | 8030000 $ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($) _ | 821 $ 684 $ 651 $ 598 $ 559 $ 720 $ 


503 022$ | 404 496% 398 655 $ 358 651 $ 324 363 $ 321 389 $ 
6,90% 6,10% 6,04% 5,07 % 5,15% 3,84% 




























BIBLIOTHEQUES 

ECHANTILLONNEES 

NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 
TITRES ONT ETE 















ADMINISTRATION ($) 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 





* 


(Anglais/frangais) 


Lb 





O_O 
Noissie™ 


SOMMAIRE 1986-2004 
(1re PARTIE (1986-1991) 








Nihal iba 1986-1987 | 1987-1988 1988-1989 1989-1990 1990-1991 1991-1992 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 


AUTEURS INSCRITS 4 553 5 638 6713 es 7 681 8 125 
AUTEURS PAYES 4377__| 5200 | 5718 | 6405 | 6962 | 7699 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 16 584 18 850 23 689 24 891 27 664 30 340 


TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 24 065 26 672 
TITRES ONT ETE 74 968 86 433 99 100 115 424 129 810 145 829 


VALEUR PAR FOIS 39/78 40/80 40/80 43,25/86,50 
RETROUVEE ($ **60/100 59/113 80/120 80/120 


BUDGET ($) 3000 000$ | 3813000$ | 4455000$ | 5202000$ | 5773000$ | 6 663 000$ 


MONTANT PAYE AUX 
AUTEURS ($) 2747 949$ | 3484988$ | 3970947$ | 4667 214$ | 5371927$ | 6200 426 $ 


PAIEMENT MOYEN ($ 628 $ 670 $ 694 $ 729 $ 772 $ 805 $ 


253 881 $ 
8,46% 
(six mois) 
















BIBLIOTHEQUES 
ECHANTILLONNEES 
NO. DE FOIS QUE LES 




















ADMINISTRATION ($) 
(%) DU BUDGET GLOBAL 


382 060 $ 389 151 $ 452 116 $ 
10,02% 8,74% 8,69% 


458 499 $ 388 989 $ 
7,94% 5,84% 














* 


(Anglais/francais) 
“* (Litterature de jeunesse) 
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45,00 $ 5 





35,00 $ 


30,00 $ 


25,00 $ 4 





20,00 $ + 
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TAUX DE REFERENCE 


29,35 $ 
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Nb DE TITRES CROISSANCE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES 1994-2004 
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CROISSANCE ANNUELLE DU NOMBRE DE TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE 
1994-2004 


ANNEE ANGLAIS FRANCAIS BILINGUES AUTRES TOTAL 


1994-1995 212 1 341 37 168 
CROISSANCE 4.43% 11,;29%7 7,46% 


1995-1996 2 1 432 39 539 
CROISSANCE eee au 6,79% 6,38% 
1996-1997 ee 2 1515 41 909 
CROISSANCE 2,70% 580% 5,99% 
1997-1998 D 1 596 44 360 
1998-1999 oe 1 650 46 928 
CROISSANCE 3,64% 3,38% 5,79% 


22 
28 
20 
28 
1999-2000 ae 4 1725 49 332 
CROISSANCE 2,63% 4,55% 5,12% 
43 
58 
We 
76 





2001-2002 1 849 55 443 
CROISSANCE b Reee 452% 6,37% 
2002-2003 tee nee 1.994 58 973 
CROISSANCE 7,36% 7,84% 6,37% 

2003-2004 2 2 100 61 175 
CROISSANCE roe 532% 3,73% 


CROISSANCE MOYENNE DE 1999 A 2004: 5,45% 


we 

ae 

2 
2000-2001 2 16769 52 123 
CROISSANCE 3,85% 2,99% 5,66% 
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TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE EN 2003-2004 


BILINGUE 276 0,45% 
ANGLAIS 37 203 60,81% 
FRANCAIS 21 596 35,30% 
AUTRES 2 100 3,43% 
TOTAL 61 175 TITRES ADMISSIBLES 


TITRES ADMISSIBLES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
EN 2003-2004 


BILINGUE 263 0,47% 
ANGLAIS 34 773 61,83% 
FRANCAIS 20 154 35,83% 
AUTRES 1 053 1,87% 
TOTAL 56 243 TITRES AYANT PRODUIT 
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PROVINCE 


T.-N. et LAB. 
N.-E. 

|.-P.-E. 

N.-B. 


DISTRIBUTION DES PAIEMENTS PAR PROVINCE 
2003-2004 


NOMBRE 


D'INSCRIPTIONS 


224 
536 
56 


% 


1,49% 
3,62% 
0,38% 
2,10% 


30,79% 
34,07% 


NOMBRE DE 
PAIEMENTS 


216 
516 
55 


% 


1,50% 
3,57% 
0,38% 
1,97% 


30,74% 
34,21% 


% 
PAYES 


97,74% 
96,27% 
98,21% 
91,94% 


97,41% 
97,98% 


98,72% 


$$ 


104 592,67 $ 
227 289,75 $ 

31 165,84 $ 
133 540,12 $ 


3221 698,175 
2 943 831,52 $ 


199 391,17 $ 


% 
$$ 


TA? 7 
2,594% 
0,35% 
1,49% 


36,04% 
32,93% 


ALBERTA 
C.-B. 


T.N.-O. 
YUKON 
NUNAVUT 


AUTRES 


TOTAL 


Un exemple: En 2003-2004, 97 % des auteurs de Saskatchewan qui se sont inscrits ont touché un paiement. 


467 


14 792 


14,26% 
0,04% 
0,14% 
0,04% 
3,16% 


100,00% 


465 


14 435 


14,37% 
0,04% 
0,13% 
0,03% 
3,22% 


100,00% 


95,86% 
98,34% 


100,00% 
90,48% 
83,33% 
99,57% 


97,59% 


398 299,08 $ 
1170 765,76 $ 


3 463,98 $ 
4 439,92 $ 
1 336,64 $ 


332 729,10 $ 


8 938 459,80 $ 


lls représentent 2,02 % des auteurs payés. Ils se sont partagés 1,86 % du budget des paiements. 


13,10% 
0,04% 
0,05% 
0,01% 
3.4276 


100,00% 


DEMANDES DE 
FORMULAIRES 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX AUTEURS 
AYANT REGU 
UN PAIEMENT 


FICTION 
LIVRES POUR ENFANT 
POESIE 

THEATRE 
NON-FICTION 
OUVRAGE SAVANT 


TOTAL 


De 
\ 
‘ore 9 


CROISSANCE 2003-2004 


AUTEURS 


835 ANGLAIS 543 
FRANCAIS 292 
(785 EN 2001-2002 ) 
(831 EN 2002-2003 ) 


848 ANGLAIS 557 
FRANCAIS 291 
(638 EN 2001-2002 ) 
(891 EN 2002-2003 ) 


704 (181 736$) ANGLAIS 446 (114535 $ ) 


FRANCAIS 258 (67201$) 


(541 EN 2001-2002 : 148 051 $ ) 
(758 EN 2002-2003 : 208 297 $ ) 


NOUVEAUX TITRES ADMISSIBLES PAR LANGUE ET PAR CATEGORIE 


ANGLAIS % FRANCAIS % AUTRES 
375 18,2% 372 26,6% 25 
509 24,6% 416 29,8% 33 
167 8,1% 141 10,1% 35 
50 2,4% 35 2,5% 3 
659 31,9% 332 23,8% 44 
306 14,8% 101 7,2% 22 

2 066 1 397 162 


% 


15,4% 
20,4% 
21,6% 

1,9% 
27,2% 
13,6% 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
INSCRITS 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
ADMISSIBLES 


NOUVEAUX TITRES 
AYANT PRODUIT 
UN PAIEMENT 


BILINGUE 


>A NOARNO 


TITRES 


4 201 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
(3 897 EN 2001-2002 ) 


( 4 296 EN 2002-2003 ) 


3 639 ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 
BILINGUES 
(3 299 EN 2001-2002 ) 


(3.617 EN 2002-2003 ) 


3086 (487 785$) ANGLAIS 
FRANCAIS 
AUTRES 


BILINGUES 


(2 915 EN 2001-2002 : 510 853 $ ) 
(3 178 EN 2002-2003 : 547 695 $ ) 


% TOTAL % 

0,0% 772 21,2% 
14,3% 960 26,4% 
28,6% 347 9,5% 

0,0% 88 2,4% 
50,0% 1042 28,6% 

7,1% 430 11,8% 


3 639 


2 421 
1 574 
178 
28 


2 066 
1 397 
162 
14 


1 758 
1274 
a 
10 


BILAN DE LA DIX-HUITIEME ANNEE 


DU PROGRAMME DU DROIT DE PRET PUBLIC 


AUTEURS INSCRITS AU PROGRAMME 
AUTEURS AYANT REGU UN PAIEMENT 
TITRES DANS LA BANQUE DES DONNEES 
TITRES ADMISSIBLES 
TITRES AYANT PRODUIT UN PAIEMENT 
SOMME VERSEE AUX AUTEURS 
PAIEMENT MOYEN PAR AUTEUR 


PAIEMENT MEDIAN 


MONTANT PAYE CHAQUE FOIS QU'UN 
OUVRAGE ETAIT RETROUVE 


+/- 


2002-2003 2003-2004 (2002-2003) 
14 205 14 792 4,13% 
13 889 14 435 3,93% 
60 880 63 233 3,86% 
58 973 61175 3,73% 
53 532 56 243 5,06% 
9 639 776 $ 8 938 460 $ -7,28% 
694 $ 619 $ -10,81% 
357 $ 326 $ -8,68% 
34,85 $ 29,67 $ -14,86% 
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